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TV  crews  and  mayoral  liaison  are  among  those  beaten; 
police  chief  denies  charges 


Police  violence 
erupts  in  Philly 


By  Dawn  Schmitz  and  Al  Patrick 

PHILADELPHIA — A  rally  turned  violent  Sept.  12  as  police 
reportedly  brutalized  several  demonstrators  protesting  President 
Bush’s  appearance  at  a  fundraiser  for  senatorial  candidate  Richard 
Thornburgh.  Eight  protesters — six  from  ACT  UP/Phil adelphia — were 
arrested  and  three  were  charged  with  several  felonies  including 
assault  and  rioting. 

Demonstrators  intending  to  stage  a  "die- in"  were  beaten  with  night 
sticks  and  black  jacks  when  they  attempted  to  cross  police  lines  with 
a  coffin  filled  with  bone  meal  to  symbolize  those  who  have  died  of 
AIDS. 

According  to  Linda  Friedrich,  a  member  of  ACT  UP  who  was  at 
the  protest,  the  police  clearly  overreacted.  “The  police  responded  very 
quickly  and  very  violently,”  she  said.  “I  was  at  the  front  of  the  crowd 
and  I  looked  over  and  there  were  billy  clubs  flying  and  cops  kicking 
people.” 


“They  were  even  pushing  people  who  weren’t  with  any  group,” 
said  ACT  UP  member  Scott  Tucker,  one  of  the  protesters  who  was 
beaten.  Friedrich  concurred.  “[The  police]  actually  went  back  into  the 
crowd  and  beat  people  who  were  nowhere  near  the  barriers,”  she  said. 

The  demonstration  marked  the  second  time  in  three  weeks  that 
Thornburgh  has  been  zapped  by  pro-choice  and  AIDS  activists. 
Chanting,  “There’s  no  new  Thornburgh,  he’s  the  same  old  dick,” 
members  of  ACT  UP  and  other  groups  stormed  the  stage  when 
Thornburgh  announced  his  candidacy  for  senator  Aug.  29. 

In  addition  to  ACT  UP,  members  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Women,  reproductive  rights  groups.  Central  American  activists,  the 
American  Federation  of  State,  County  and  Municipal  Employees 
union  and  other  union  locals,  housing  advocates  and  Navy  shipyard 
workers  participated  in  the  Sept  12  rally,  which  police  estimated  was 
7,500  strong. 
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‘Political 
expediency’ 
in  Boston? 

Local  activists  debate  the 
Alliance's  wisdom  in  backing 
mayoral  incumbent  Flynn 
over  progressive  Ellis-Hagler 

By  Dawn  Schmitz 

BOSTON — A  broad  multi-issue  approach 
to  gay  and  lesbian  activism  was  rejected 
when  Boston’s  largest  political  group — the 
Greater  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Political 
Alliance  voted  to  endorse  incumbent  Boston 
Mayor  Raymond  Flynn  and  shunned 
challenger  Graylan  Ellis-Hagler,  a 
progressive  African  American  minister.  The 
primary  election  will  be  held  Sept.  24. 

Some  gay  and  lesbian,  feminist  and 
African  American  activists  blasted  the  Sept. 
16  endorsement,  citing  both  Flynn’s  wobbly 
record  on  a  range  of  progressive  issues  and 
Ellis-Hagler ’s  embrace  of  a  broad  agenda  for 
change.  At  the  same  time  many  Alliance 
members  questioned  the  idea  of  Ellis- 
Hagler ’s  viability,  a  major  factor  in  the 
Alliance’s  endorsement  process. 


Ellis-Hagler,  who  sought  the  support  of 
the  Alliance,  said,  “They  made  the  decision 
[to  endorse  Flynn]  based  on  what  I  would 
call  misguided  political  expedience.”  Ellis- 
Hagler  called  attention  to  his  own  record  on 
gay  and  lesbian  concerns,  including  work  on 
the  foster  parent  issue,  and  said  his 
congregation  is  one  of  the  most  open  and 
affirming  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  the  city. 
Don  Gorton  of  the  Alliance  says  his 
organization  rarely  makes  endorsements 
based  upon  political  expedience. 

The  split  over  supporting  politically 
influential  incumbents  recalls  earlier  battles 
when  one  mainstream  gay  group — the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund — honored 
then-Councilor  Ray  Flynn  despite  his  anti¬ 
choice  activism.  Gay  activist  and  lawyer  Vin 
McCarthy,  a  former  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Human  Rights  Campaign 
Fund  who  was  appointed  to  a  position  in  the 
Weld  administration  after  he  supported  the 
governor  in  the  last  election,  said,  “There  are 
two  kinds  of  people:  those  who  think  they  are 
absolutely  correct  and  those  who  think  the 
democratic  process  is  a  process  of  give  and 
take.  I  side  with  the  latter.” 

The  Alliance’s  34-15  vote  on  Sept.  16  was 
to  decide  whether  to  endorse  Flynn  or  not 
make  any  endorsement;  they  had  voted  at  a 
previous  meeting  not  to  endorse  Ellis-Hagler. 

The  fact  that  Ellis-Hagler  was  ruled  out  by 
many  in  the  Alliance  early  in  the  race,  based 
on  their  perception  of  him  as  not  being  a 
viable  contender  was  questioned  by  some 
observers.  One  African  American  lesbian 
activist,  who  asked  not  to  be  identified,  told 
GCN,  “Endorsements  contribute  to  the 
viability  of  a  candidate. ...If  you  endorse 
someone  because  they  are  electable,  then  you 
may  help  to  create  a  self-fulfilling  prophecy." 

While  she  declined  to  comment  on  the 
Ellis-Hagler-Flynn  race,  she  noted  that  in  the 
1988  Democratic  presidential  primaries, 
Jesse  Jackson  was  not  considered  electable, 
even  when  he  was  favored  in  the  polls  and 
that  African  American  Mel  King  was 
rejected  by  gay  groups  in  his  mayoral  and 
congressional  bids  in  the  early  1980s. 
“Electable  is  a  code  word  for  white,”  she 
said.  “If  a  candidate  wasn’t  white,  it  meant  he 
wasn’t  electable.” 

Anti-choice 

Ellen  Zucker,  president  of  the  Boston 
chapter  of  the  National  Organization  for 
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Quote  of  the  Week 

“Even  though  the  people  most  important 
to  me  already  knew  about  my  sexual 
identity,  I  always  had  that  creepy  feeling  I 
wasn’t  being  entirely  honest.  Part  of  me  felt 
guilty  about  having  the  luxury  of  being  able 
to  pass  for  straight,  thus  reinforcing  the  myth 
that  there  are  only  a  few  lesbians  in  the 
African-American  community — ‘that’s 
white  people’s  nastiness’ — and  that  all  of  us 
are  secretive  and  bitter,  hiding  in  some  kind 
of  well  of  loneliness.” 

— Linda  Villarosa,  senior  editor  of 
Essence  magazine,  on  her  decision  to  write 
about  "coming  out"  to  her  mother  in  a  story 
that  appeared  in  her  magazine  last  May. 
The  article  drew  an  avalanche  of  mail  from 
readers,  causing  Villarosa  to  write  a  follow¬ 
up  article  that  appears  in  the  October  issue 
of  Essence. 

Congress  rejects 
‘gag  rule’ 

WASHINGTON— The  Senate  followed 
the  House  Sept.13  in  passing  measures 
effectively  barring  the  implementation  of  the 
“gag  rule”  prohibiting  any  mention  of 
abortion  in  federally  funded  family  planning 
clinics.  It  is  not  known,  however,  whether 
Congress  has  the  votes  to  override  a 
presidential  veto,  Reuters  news  service 
reported. 

The  measure  barring  the  use  of  funds  to 
enforce  the  “gag  rule”  was  included  in  an 
appropriations  bill  providing  more  than  $200 
billion  to  the  Departments  of  Labor,  Health 
and  Human  Services  and  Education. 
Although  the  bill  passed  78-22  in  the  Senate 
and  353-74  in  the  House,  more  than  the  two- 
thirds  majority  needed  to  override  a  veto,  it 
is  not  known  whether  a  veto  override  would 
carry  the  same  vote.  There  has  been  no 
separate  vote  on  the  gag  rule  in  either 
chamber. 

Introduced  by  the  Reagan  administration 
and  upheld  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  May, 
the  gag  rule  will  go  into  effect  unless 
Congress  acts  to  abolish  it.  It  has  come  under 
wide  criticism  for  its  effects  on  low-income 
women  and  its  implications  for  freedom  of 
speech  and  medical  malpractice. 

—Dawn  Schmitz 

No  condoms  for 
Uganda 

KAMPALA,  Uganda — The  government 
of  Uganda,  where  the  highest  number  of 
AIDS  cases  in  Africa  have  been  reported, 
ordered  state-run  media  to  stop 
announcements  promoting  condoms  as  a 
way  to  prevent  HTV  transmission,  Aug.  30. 
According  to  the  Boston  Globe ,  the  directive 
was  issued  without  explanation  by  the 
minister  of  information  and  broadcasting, 
Paul  Etyang,  following  strong  criticism  of 
the  government’s  anti-AIDS  campaign  by 
Christian  and  Islamic  religious  leaders. 

The  World  Health  Organization  recently 
reported  that  nearly  six  million  adults  may 
be  infected  in  sub-Sahara  Africa  and  that  the 
number  could  reach  10  million  by  the  end  of 
this  decade.  An  estimated  800,000  Africans 
have  already  exhibited  symptoms  of  the 
disease,  comprising  two-thirds  of  the  world 
total.  In  places  such  as  Uganda,  Zambia, 
Malawi,  Rwanda  and  Tanzania,  between  24 
and  37  percent  of  the  population  has  been 
infected. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Medical  marijuana 

BOSTON — Some  100  protesters  gathered 
at  the  steps  of  the  Massachusetts  State  House 
Sept.  14  demanding  that  cannibis  (majiuana) 
be  legalized  for  medical  purposes  for  people 
with  AIDS,  cancer,  glaucoma  and  other 
diseases. 

Although  the  majority  of  demonstrators 
brought  T-shirts  and  signs  publicizing 
university  “bong  clubs"  and  advocating  non- 
medicinal  uses  of  marjiuana,  the 
demonstration  was  meant  to  send  a  message 
to  the  state  senate,  which  is  currently 
debating  S.1582,  a  bill  to  make  marijuana 
available  for  research  and  medical 
prescriptions.  The  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts  has  backed  the  bill,  as  has  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  and  ACT  UP. 

— Carrie  Wofford 

U.N.  invites  gay 
presence 

NEW  YORK — For  the  first  time  in  the 
United  Nations’  43-year  history,  lesbians  and 
gay  men  were  invited  to  share  their 
perspectives  when  the  International  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Association  [ILGA]  was  invited  to 
attend  a  UN  conference,  held  Sept.  11-13. 
Participating  “non-governmental 
organizations"  (NGOs)  included  the  World 
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Council  of  Churches,  Amnesty  International, 
the  International  Federation  of  University 
Women  and  the  International  Red  Cross. 

Entitled  “Peace,  Justice,  and 
Development:  Ingredients  for  a  New  World 
Order,”  a  major  theme  of  the  conference  was 
the  politics  of  inclusion.  ILGA’s 
participation  made  it  impossible  for 
participating  NGOs  to  exclude  gay  and 
lesbian  issues  from  their  platforms,  as  they 
have  done  in  the  past. 

ILGA  representative  Michael  Weltmann 
said  the  conference  gave  him  the  opportunity 
to  talk  face  to  face  with  world  leaders  who 
make  decisions  that  affect  gay  men  and 
lesbians  worldwide.  “We  were  able  to 
openly  dialogue  with  other  NGOs,”  said 
Weltmann. 

Last  June,  ILGA  received  “Department  of 
Public  Information”  Status,  which  entitles 
them  to  attend  the  conference.  The  UN  has 
postponed  awarding  ILGA  full  NGO  status 
until  a  vote  in  1993. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

First  Mutual 
adoption 

WASHINGTON — A  lesbian  couple  has 
become  the  first  gay  or  lesbian  couple  in  the 
country  to  successfully  adopt  each  other’s 
children,  according  to  the  Washington  Blade. 

The  Aug.  30  ruling  by  a  Washington, 
D.C.  superior  court  judge  set  a  precedent  for 
a  more  liberal  reading  of  adoption  laws  in 
D.C.  and  elsewhere,  which  often  exclude  gay 
and  lesbian  co-parenting. 

“It  is  really  an  astounding  step  forward 
for  the  integrity  of  gay  and  lesbian  families,” 
said  Paula  Ettlebrick,  director  of  the  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund.  “I  and 
other  attorneys  can  use  this  example  in  other 
courts." 

The  couple  faced  a  stringent  law  that 
nullifies  all  rights  and  duties  of  the  natural 
parent  after  a  child  is  adopted.  The  women 
could  have  been  in  a  position  of  forsaking 
their  pre-existing  parental  rights  in  adopting 
each  other’s  children. 

But  Associate  Judge  Jeffery  Alprin,  head 
of  the  D.C.  Superior  Court’s  Family 
Division,  appointed  both  women  as  the 
children’s  legal  parents.  “It  would  be 
unfortunate,”  Alprin  wrote  in  his  decision, 
“[to  disallow]  adoptions  so  clearly  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  potential  adoptees... because  of 
a  literal  reading  of  a  statutory  provision 
obviously  not  intended  to  apply  to  the 
situation  presented  by  these  cases.” 

The  two  women  have  been  together  for 
eight  years.  The  children,  ages  one  and  five, 
will  now  have  a  hyphenated  version  of  their 
mothers'  names  as  a  last  name. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Dallas  gay  center 
rebuffed 

DALLAS — Dallas  County  commissioners 
have  stripped  the  Dallas  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Center  of  its  role  as  precinct 
voting  site  for  the  November  elections. 
Members  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 
and  their  supporters  decried  the  Aug.  13 
decision  as  a  matter  of  county  officials 
“caving  in  to  homophobia”  of  a  Republican 
Party  official  who  complained  about  the 
polling  site. 

According  to  the  Advocate,  county 
commissoners  voted  4-1  to  relocate  the 
precinct’s  polling  site  to  an  elementary 
school  after  Precinct  Judge  Ross  Brannion 
complained  that  many  voters,  especially 
conservatives,  “are  concerned  about  going 
[to  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  center] 
because  it  is  a  gay  organization.” 

John  Thomas,  executive  director  of  the 
Dallas  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Center, 
argued,  “There  are  other  polling  places  in 
Dallas  in  Jewish  and  Hispanic  community 
centers,  ours  should  be  treated  no 
differently.”  Thomas  added  that  the  center 
was  the  logical  location  for  the  precinct’s 
voting  booths. 

County  election  administrator  Bruce 
Sherbert  admitted  that  voter  turnout  in  the 
precinct  had  actually  increased  since  the 
polling  site  had  been  moved  to  the  Cotter  in 
mid- 1990.  More  than  60  percent  of  the 
precinct’s  voters  cast  ballots  at  the  center  in 
the  1990  gubernatorial  election,  as  opposed 
to  41  percent  in  1986. 

Democratic  District  Judge  Brian 
Drummond  denounced  the  commission's 
decision  as  "based  cm  bigotry,"  and  said  he 
plans  to  ask  Department  of  Justice  officials 
to  reject  the  move  because  the  elementary 
school  has  no  parking  and  is  located  in  a  part 
of  town  where  drug  users  loiter.  "This  issue 
about  conservatives  being  uncomfortable 
about  going  to  the  gay  community  center  is 
ridiculous,"  said  Drummond.  “They  would 

•  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


be  even  more  afraid  to  go  into  the  middle  of 
a  drug  market  to  vote.” 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Hollywood 
charged  with 
AIDSphobia 

LOS  ANGELES — The  wife  of  actor  Brad 
Davis,  who  died  Sept.  8  of  AIDS, 
condemned  the  Hollywood  establishment  for 
its  perpetuation  of  the  AIDS  stigma,  the  New 
York  Times  reported.  Davis  had  kept  his  HIV 
status  a  secret  for  more  than  six  years  out  of 
fear  he  would  be  denied  roles. 

In  a  letter  she  sent  to  a  one  million 
Hollywood  gala  fundraiser  for  the  AIDS 
Project  Los  Angeles,  Susan  Bluestein  wrote, 
“Whatever  the  rules  are  in  Hollywood  today, 
they  must  be  changed  so  that  people  like 
Brad  can  come  forward  before  they  die.”  She 
said  those  in  power  must  “lift  rite  veil  of 
secrecy”  that  prevents  HIV-positive  actors 
from  informing  agents  and  casting  directors 
about  their  HIV  status. 

— Carrie  Wofford 

Police  fired  in 
Dahmer  case 

MILWAUKEE— Police  Chief  Philip 
Arreola  fired  two  officers  Sept.  7  and  put  a 
third  on  probation  for  their  roles  in  turning 
over  a  14-year-old  boy  to  Jeffrey  Dahmer  in 
the  middle  of  Dahmer’s  confessed  17-man 
murder  spree,  Philadelphia  Gay  News 
reported. 

The  police  officers  found  Konerak 
Sinthasomphone  disoriented,  naked, 
bleeding  from  the  buttocks  and  apparently 
fleeing  Dahmer  on  May  27.  The  officers 
turned  the  Laotian  teenager  over  to  Dahmer, 
who  told  them  Sinthasomphone  was  an  adult 
and  that  the  two  were  lovers.  Dahmer  has 
confessed  to  killing  Sinthasomphone  shortly 
after  police  left,  as  part  of  his  serial  killings 
in  which  most  of  his  victims  were  gay  men 
of  color.  Dahmer  pleaded  not  guilty  by 
reason  of  insanity  to  the  murder  charges  on 
Sept.  10. 

The  dismissals  of  the  three  officers 
followed  mounting  community  activism 
targeting  racism  and  homophobia  in 
Milwaukee’s  institutions  to  explain  why  the 
serial  murders  went  undetected  for  so  long. 
The  Community  for  Justice  Committee  had 
threatened  “massive  civil  disobedience”  had 
the  officers  not  been  fired,  and  Queer 
Nation/Milwaukee  will  demand  a  criminal 
investigation  of  the  officers,  police 
sensitivity  trainings  and  police  community 
liaisons  in  a  protest  Oct.  7. 

Both  gay/lesbian  and  African  American 
activists  also  expressed  anger  at  the  lack  of 
community  participation  on  Mayor  John 
Norquist’s  panel  investigating  police  and 
community  relations  after  the  Dahmer 
murders.  There  are  no  recognized  gay  or 
lesbian  leaders  on  the  panel. 
_ — Dawn  Schmitz 

FOR  THE 
ACTIVIST  IN  YOU 

Just  when  you  thought  the  pride  season 
was  over.  Disability  Pride  Day  in  Boston 
is  Saturday,  Sept.  21.  Gather  at  City  Hall 
at  1 1  a.m.,  march  at  noon  to  Boston 
Commons,  and  rally  at  1  p.m.  Info.  (617) 
338-6665. 

The  Mass.  National  Organization  for 
Women  and  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Workers  Local  26  want  YOU  for  a 
precedent-setting  court  case.  On 
Monday,  Sept.  23  through  28,  women 
cafeteria  workers  will  begin  trial  in  a  pay 
equity  suit  against  the  Everett  school 
system.  Trial  days  run  9  a.m.  to  1  pun. 
Middlesex  County  Courthouse,  40 
Thorndike  St.,  Cambridge.  Info:  NOW 
(617)  782-1056 

ACT  UP  is  calling  for  a  phone  zap  of 
the  Mass,  commissioner  of  public 
welfare  because  medicaid  disability 
applications  have  become  backlogged 
and  no  one  is  currently  evaluating  them. 
Zap:  (617)  574-0200.  Info:  (617) 
42ACTUP. 

Queer  Nation/Boston  will  visit  Venus 
di  Milo  Sat.  Sept  21.  Meet  at  10  pun.  at 
Kenmore  Sq.  Super  Salad.  Dykes  Night 
Out  Wed.  Sept.  25  at  Boston  Billiard 
Club,  meet  at  8:30  p.m.  at  Fenway  T. 
Visit  “Beverly  Hills  90210”  Sat.  28th. 
Meet  at  10  am.  at  Lechemere  T  stop. 

In  the  long-standing  debate  over 
needle-exchange  for  I.V.  drug  users.  Rep. 
Byron  Rushing  is  sponsoring  a  legislative 
hearing  on  the  topic  Sept.  23  from  11 
am.-l  pm.  in  State  House  Room  A- 1. 

And,  don’t  forget  to  vote  Tuesday, 
Sept  24  in  the  Boston  primaries. 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 


SKI  X  AND  SLOPE 
PRIVATE  BATHS 
SWIMMING  POOL 
TAVERN  ROOM 
JACUZZI 


FOR  WOMEN 

Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1  .a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2.  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts... 

MASTERCARD  &  VISA 

90  minutes  from  Boston 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
Domestic  Relationships  •  Discrimination 
•  Probate  of  Estates  •  Driving  Under  the 
Influence  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracilice  of  Law  • 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  266-0760 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


RED  SOX  vs 
TIGERS 

Thursday,  October  3 

a  gay/lesbian  benefit  for  the 
Fenway  Community  Health 
Center  at  Fenway  Park 

benefit  price:  $25 

after  the  game,  enjoy  a 
reception  on  the  roof  top  of 
Tattoo  (formerly  1270) 


to  purchase  tickets  call 
617-247-CARE  (-2273) 


Pro-Choice  Sydney 


SYDNEY,  Australia — Three  thousand  people  took  part  in  a  pro¬ 
abortion  rally  and  and  street  march  here  on  September  7.  A  large 
contingent  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  massed  behind  the  gay  solidarity 
banner. 

Australia  has  no  federal  laws  regarding  abortion,  relegating  all 
regulatory  legislation  to  the  states.  Rev.  Fred  Nile,  a  fundamentalist 
Christian  politician,  recently  introduced  an  anti-abortion  bill  into  the 
Upper  House  of  Parliament  in  New  South  Wales.  The  bill  would  restrict 
the  availability  of  abortion  to  public  hospitals.  In  the  face  of  funding 
cutbacks  and  the  refusal  of  many  doctors  to  perform  abortions,  public 
hospitals  perform  relatively  few  abortion,  so  Nile's  bill— if  passed- — would 
have  a  particularly  deleterious  affect  on  poor  women,  according  to  Ann 
Symons,  a  member  of  parliament  from  New  South  Wales. 

— Kendall  Lovett 


Queer  rights  in  N  J? 

An  executive  order  by  the  governor  is  expected  to  spur  the 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill  currently  before  the  legislature 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

TRENTON,  N.J — An  Aug.  16  executive 
order  by  Gov.  Jim  Florio  has  extended  anti¬ 
gay  discrimination  protection  to  state 
employees  and  brings  Garden  State  activists 
one  step  closer  in  their  struggle  to  win 
passage  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights 
law. 

Gay  and  lesbian  activists  are  cautiously 
optimistic  about  the  impact  the  order  will 
have  on  a  gay  rights  bill  presently  before  the 
New  Jersey  legislature. 

“The  general  public  yawned  when  the 
executive  order  was  signal,”  said  Tim  Drake 
of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF).  “Hopefully  this  will  allay 
legislators  fears  of  a  potential  voter  backlash 
if  they  go  on  record  supporting  the  bill.” 

Drake  said  that  Florio’s  order  may  be 
motivated  by  a  desire  to  advance  Bill  A-634, 
the  current  bill  before  the  New  Jersey 
Assembly.  “Any  time  a  governor  puts  his 
career  on  the  line  by  signing  a  [pro-gay] 
executive  order,  he  makes  a  very  strong 

California 
of  les/gay 

By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif. — A  penstroke  by 
Gov.  Pete  Wilson  is  all  that  is  needed  for 
California  to  become  the  sixth  state  to  adopt 
gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  protection. 

Assembly  Bill  (AB)  101,  which  would 
protect  gay  men  and  lesbians  from  job 
discrimination  in  California,  passed  the  state 
senate  25-10,  Sept.  11,  and  now  awaits 
Wilson’s  approval. 

Wilson  has  until  Oct.  13  to  decide 
whether  or  not  to  sign  the  bill,  and  gay 
activists  are  fairly  confident  he  will  despite 
some  criticism  Wilson  received  about  it  from 
fellow  Republicans  at  their  state  convention 
in  Anaheim. 

Tim  Drake  of  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF)  told  GCN  that 
he  believes  the  governor  will  sign.  “He  is 
already  having  open  warfare  with  the  right 
wing  of  his  party  over  tax  increases,"  Drake 
said.  “Not  signing  or  vetoing  this  bill  will  not 
alleviate  that  and  [will]  only  alienate  his 
other  supporters.” 

But  Laurie  McBride,  executive  director  of 
Lobby  for  Individual  Freedom  of  Expression 
(LIFE) — the  gay  and  lesbian  rights  group 
that  spearheaded  the  measure — told  GCN 
that  her  organization  does  not  have  a  clear 
signal  from  Wilson  regarding  a  decision  to 
sign.  McBride  added  that  if  Wilson  continues 
to  delay  signing,  “he  may  help  us  by  making 
it  very  difficult  for  the  Traditional  Values 
Coalition  [the  measure’s  key  opponent]  to 
qualify  a  ballot  question  on  the  measure  next 
June." 


statement,”  said  Drake. 

According  to  Drake,  New  Jersey  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  activists  have  been  trying  for 
eight  years  to  pass  anti-discrimination 
legislation.  During  the  early  1980s,  a  version 
of  a  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  bill  almost 
passed  with  the  support  of  the  National 
Organization  of  Women  (NOW).  Passage 
was  stymied,  however,  by  a  change  in 
governors,  redistricting  and  the  election  of  a 
conservative  legislature. 

Janet  Calkins,  co-chair  of  the  A-634  Task 
Force  of  the  Campaign  to  End 
Discrimination,  which  coordinates  statewide 
gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  efforts,  told  GCN 
that  she  was  optimistic  that  passage  of  the 
bill  was  imminent  given  both  a  changing 
legislative  environment  and  the  governor’s 
support.  She  said  the  task  force  anticipates  a 
dramatic  move  on  Bill  A-634  before  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  is  working  to  get  a 
companion  bill  introduced  in  the  senate.  The 
bill  would  amend  an  existing  law  to  include 

Continued  on  page  7 

on  verge 
rights 

Indications  are  that  even  conservative 
Republicans  opposition  to  the  bill  has 
softened,  perhaps  out  of  distaste  for  the 
Traditional  Values  Coalition’s  zeal  in  trying 
to  defeat  AB  101.  In  the  Senate,  unexpected 
support  came  from  Sen.  Alfred  Alquist  (D- 
San  Jose),  who  had  previously  threatened  to 
withhold  support  because  of  a  dispute  he  is 
having  with  Queer  Nation.  But  when  the  bill 
came  up  one  vote  short  of  passage  in  the 
Senate  Appropriations  Committee,  Alquist 
stunned  fellow  legislators  and  political 
observers  by  casting  the  saving  vote. 

Massachusetts  Gov.  William  Weld,  a 
fellow  Republican,  sent  Wilson  a  letter — at 
the  request  of  local  gay  activists — urging  him 
to  ignore  party  opposition  and  sign  the  bill 
immediately.  “Please  allow  me  to  add  my 
voice  to  those  encouraging  you  to  sign  this 
important  bill,”  wrote  Weld,  citing  the 
positive  feedback  he  received  about  similar 
legislation  passed  in  Massachusetts. 

Prior  to  the  senate  approval,  AB  101  was 
stripped  of  its  housing  provision,  amended  to 
exclude  non-profit  religious  associations  and 
amended  with  a  disclaimer  that  it  will  not 
permit  “quotas,  goals  and  other  affirmative 
action.”  Drake  said  that  this  “concession” 
was  offered  to  glean  support  for  the  bill  from 
legislators  who  did  not  want  to  appear  to  be 
“giving  the  gays  everything  they  want.” 
LIFE  lobbyist  felt  this  was  accepted  because 
gay  and  lesbian  housing  rights  are  protected 
by  California’s  existing  anti-discrimination 
statute. 

— -filed  from  Boston 


Dramatic  change  in 
Amnesty  policy 

After  twelve  years  of  activists’  urging,  Amnesty  International 
adopts  a  resolution  to  advocate  for  people  imprisoned  for 
being  lesbian  or  gay 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

YOKOHAMA,  Japan — After  at  least  12 
years  of  pressure  from  gay  and  lesbian 
activists,  Amnesty  International  resolved,  on 
the  last  day  of  their  biennial  International 
Council  Conference,  Sept.  1-7,  to  defend 
those  who  are  imprisoned  for  being  gay  or 
lesbian. 

While  many  praised  the  unanimously 
approved  resolution  as  a  radical  change  in 
policy,  some  activists  cautioned  that,  given 
the  addition  of  amendments  and  the 
organization’s  previous  resistance, 
implementation  will  be  the  test  of  the 
measure. 

Julie  Dorf,  U.S.  co-chair  of  the 
International  Gay  and  Lesbian  Human  Rights 
Campaign  (IGLHRC),  told  GCN,  “I  am 
ecstatic  about  the  potential  this  resolution 
holds,  but  it  is  still  uncertain  that  this  is 
anything  but  lip  service.” 

Purse  strings 

Amnesty  International  is  the  world’s 
largest  international  human  rights 
organization,  with  an  estimated  40,000 
members  in  44  “sections”  worldwide. 
According  to  Amnesty  International’s 
mandate,  the  organization  seeks  the  release 
of  prisoners  of  conscience,  “people  detained 
for  their  beliefs,  color,  sex,  ethnic  origin, 
language  or  religion.” 

Amnesty  International  had  pledged  in 
1979  to  assist  gay  activists  who  were 
persecuted  for  their  advocacy  work,  but  still 
did  not  consider  those  arrested  “for 
homosexuality  or  homosexual  conduct”  as 
prisoners  of  conscience.  The  IGLHRC’s  Dorf 
charged  that,  even  since  1979,  Amnesty 
International  has  formally  adopted  only  one 
case  of  a  gay  person  as  a  “prisoner  of 
conscience.” 

Dorf  told  GCN  that  “The  biggest 
motivation  for  Amnesty  USA  was  the  threat 
of  a  boycott  if  this  issue  wasn’t  satisfactorily 
addressed  in  Yokohama.”  Dorf  said  she  had 
seen  documentation  of  individual  and 
corporate  members  withdrawing  or 
threatening  to  withdraw  over  the  issue,  and 
she  knew  one  man  had  decided  to  remove  a 
$250,000  bequest  to  Amnesty  International 
from  his  will  because  of  the  negative 
publicity. 

“Purse  strings  are  what  forced  them  to 
make  a  principled  decision,”  said  Dorf. 

Mark  Duran  of  Queer  Planet,  the 
international  focus  group  of  Queer 
Nation/San  Francisco,  told  GCN  that  another 
effective  tactic  to  pressure  Amnesty 
International  was  to  use  Amnesty’s  own 
technique. 

“We  were  responsible  for  directly  sending 
approximately  25,000  postcards  in  various 
languages  to  various  Amnesty  sections,”  said 
Duran.  “We  also  sent  out  postcard  writing 
kits  to  ACT  UP  and  Queer  Nation  chapters 
throughout  the  U.S.  and  gay  and  lesbian 
groups  throughout  Europe.” 

This  followed  many  lobbying  and  direct 
action  efforts  that  were  staged  over  the  past 
year.  An  umbrella  group  called  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  to  Change  Amnesty 
International  formed  (see  GCN,  Vol.  18,  No. 
36)  with  participants  including  IGLHRC,  the 
International  Lesbian  and  Gay  Association 
(ILGA),  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force  (NGLTF),  Queer  Nation,  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defamation 
(GLAAD)  and  other  activist  groups.  ILGA 
intensified  its  lobbying  worldwide  through 
its  Amnesty  International  Project.  And 
NGLTF  lobbied  extensively  at  Amnesty 
USA’s  June  conference  in  Washington,  D.C., 
with  NGLTF  Executive  Director  Urvashi 
Vaid  demanding  that  Amnesty  International 
join  “the  gay  and  lesbian  community  as  a  full 
ally.” 

Activists  also  staged  protests  of  other 
Amnesty  International  conferences,  most 
recently  at  Yokohama  by  OCCUR,  a 
Japanese  gay  and  lesbian  organization.  In 
one  of  the  first  examples  of  international 
cooperation  by  Queer  Nation,  the  group  sent 
OCCUR  placards  and  materials  to  use  at  the 
protest. 

Cultural  considerations 

As  early  as  1973,  the  Danish  chapter  of 
Amnesty  International  had  proposed  that 
lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  be  adopted  as 
prisoners  of  conscience.  Historically,  the  idea 
was  met  with  resistance  from  many  Amnesty 
International  members.  Not  until  1990,  under 
pressure  from  activists,  did  Amnesty  USA 
approve  a  resolution  to  adopt  gay  and  lesbian 
prisoner  of  conscience.  Only  ratification  by 
Amnesty  International’s  council  would  allow 
the  organization  to  begin  taking  on  cases  of 


gay  and  lesbian  prisoners  of  conscience. 

Marj  Byler,  deputy  executive  director  of 
programs  at  Amnesty  USA  and  one  of  its 
delegates  at  Yokohama,  told  GCN  that  a 
principal  argument  against  inclusion  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians  has  been  that  some  cultures 
have  strong  sexual  taboos.  Amnesty 
International’s  concern  was  that  human  rights 
activists  from  deeply  homophobic  cultures 
might  be  alienated  by  adoption  of  an 
international  gay /lesbian  mandate. 

But  activists  within  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force  to  Change  Amnesty  International 
countered  that  Amnesty  had  not  hesitated  to 
take  a  strong  position  against  the  death 
penalty,  a  controversial  issue  among  the 
various  cultures  that  comprise  Amnesty’s 
membership. 

“I  think  the  argument  of  a  so-called  First 
and  Third  World  split  on  this  issue  is 
scapegoating  on  the  part  of  homophobic 
Western  members;  the  homophobia  is  really 
coming  from  Europe,"  asserted  IGLHRC's 
Dorf. 

Byler  conceded  that  the  issue  of  cultural 
sensitivity  may  have  been  used  “as  a  crutch 
not  to  push  the  gay  and  lesbian  issue  ahead," 
but  maintained  that  strong  cultural  and 
religious  constraints  meant  “there  [was]  not 
even  dialogue  or  a  framework  to  base  a 
discussion,"  said  Byler.  “It  took  time  to  lay 
that  [ground]work." 

Clashing  proposals 

The  resolution  adopted  at  Yokohama  states 
that  Amnesty  International  will  “consider  for 
adoption  as  prisoners  of  conscience  persons 
who  are  imprisoned  solely  because  of  their 
identity  as  homosexuals  or  the  practice  of 
sexual  acts  in  private  between  consenting 
adults.” 

At  the  conference,  several  resolutions  were 
put  forth  on  gay/lesbian  inclusion,  including 
a  “compromise  measure"  to  adopt  only  those 
imprisoned  because  of  “homosexual 
expression”  and  not  those  arrested  for 
consensual  gay  sex  between  two  adults  in 
private.  The  International  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Association  (ILGA)  reported  in  March  that 
several  Amnesty  International  sections 
seemed  to  be  lining  up  behind  the 
compromise  measure,  and  gay  and  lesbian 
supporters  at  Yokohama  said  they  were 
nervous. 

But  the  final  resolution  arose  after  revision 
of  various  proposals  and  discussion  within 
the  plenary  session,  Byler  said.  She  added 
that  delegates  who  had  cultural  or  religious 
reservations  were  convinced  by  an  argument 
that  “multiculturalism  goes  both  ways” — that 
their  willingness  to  take  on  what  they  view  as 
a  largely  “Western"  phenomenon  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  liberation  movement  was  key  to 
preserving  the  idea  that  Amnesty 
International  is  an  organization  where  all 
sections’  concerns  are  treated  with  respect 
Opponents’  concerns  were  also 
incorporated  in  the  amendments — one  that 
requires  Amnesty  International  to  draft 
guidelines  taking  into  consideration  the 
“cultural  background”  for  cases  of 
gayAesbian  prisoners  of  conscience,  and 
another  that  says  the  decision  to  adopt  gay 
and  lesbian  prisoners  of  conscience  may 
“increase  the  difficulty  of  the  development  of 
our  movement  in  many  parts  of  the  world." 

“It  was  very  gratifying  when  the  final 
resolution  was  proposed  by  a  member  of  a 
small  section,  who  initially  had  opposed  it,” 
said  Byler.  “The  silence,  when  the  chair 
asked  if  anyone  objected  to  the  final 
resolution,  was  chilling.  Then,  it  was 
announced  that  the  resolution  was  passed, 
and  there  was  tremendous  applause.” 

The  clauses’  Impact 

Activists  question  how  the  clauses  might 
affect  the  resolution.  Queer  Planet’s  Mark 
Duran  worried  these  clauses  might  lead 
Amnesty  to  assist  gay  and  lesbian  prisoners 
of  conscience  only  where  there  is  a  strong 
regional  gay  and  lesbian  movement  behind 
them.  He  said  that  Amnesty  sections 
“completely  dominated  by  hetero¬ 
supremacist  cultures”  might  use  the  clauses 
as  a  rationale  for  not  abiding  by  the 
resolution. 

Amnesty’s  Byler  countered  that  the 
clauses  are  “internal  statements,”  necessary 
to  achieve  the  resolution’s  approval. 
Proposed  guidelines  would  function  as 
advice  on  how  to  approach  gay  and  lesbian 
human  rights  issues  within  a  particular 
culture,  she  said. 

NGLTF  proposed  that  Amnesty 
International  prove  its  dedication  to  carry  out 
Continued  on  page  7 
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GCN  JOBS 


Business  Manager 

Responsible  for  financial  management  using 
computerized  accounting  system,  for  accounts 
payable  and  receivable,  staff  payroll  and 
generating  regular  financial  reports.  Perform 
general  office  management  tasks.  Develop  and 
maintain  bookstore  sales  and  bookstore 
accounts.  Negotiate  and  maintain  longterm 
exchange  advertisement  contracts.  Act  as  one 
of  two  staff  liaisons  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 
This  position  will  work  closely  with  the 
development  coordinator  on  long-range 
financial  planning  and  developing  annual  - 
budgets. 

Qualifications:  Strong  administrative  and 
financial  skills  and  experience.  Experience  with 
non-profit  management  a  bookkeeping  preferred. 
Strong  interpersonal  and  group  meeting  skills. 

Deadline  for  applications:  September  28 

Development  Coordinator 

Responsible  for  fundraising  including  grant 
writing  and  events  planning.  Act  as  liaison  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  Sustainer  Committee. 
With  promotions  coordinator,  develop  and 
implement  direct  mail  fundraising  campaigns. 
Work  with  business  manager  on  long  term 
financial  planning.  Responsible  for  preparing 
and  presenting  annual  report.  Position  also 
includes  public  relations  work,  community 
outreach  and  coordinating  volunteer  and  intern 
programs. 

Qualifications:  Fundraising  and  grant  writing 
experience.  Strong  writing,  organizational  and 
public  relations  skills 

Deadline  for  applications:  September  28 

GCN  Positions  All  GCN  positions  require 
commitments  to  lesbian  gay  liberation, 
feminism,  anti-racism,  an  awareness  of  class 
issues,  and  collective  decision-making. 

Salary  Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $230  week 
and  include  health  life  insurance  through 
Harvard  Community  Health  Plan,  dental 
allowance,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility 
and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee.  62  Berkeley 
St„  Boston.  MA  02116. 

Word  Processor 

Temporary  (3-6  mos.),  parttime  postion 
Responsible  for  coordinating  word  processing  of 
all  articles  for  paper  as  well  as  classified 
advertisement  pages.  This  temporary,  parttime 
position,  paid  at  hourly  rate  ($10  per  hour.). 
would  not  indude  collective  responsibilites  nor 
collective  benefits  outlined  above. 

Qualifications:  Typing  65-plus  words  per 
minute,  familiarity  with  computers  (Microsoft 
Word  and  Quark  Xpress  software) 

Deadline  for  applications:  September  28 


We  should  all  work 
together 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  ask  you  to  put  this  letter  in 
your  gay  newspaper.  This  letter  is  to  all  my 
gay  brothers  on  the  outside.  I  am  a  gay 
brother  here  at  Iowa  State  Prison.  I  myself, 
like  other  gay  brothers  here  at  Iowa  State 
Prison  try  to  educate  myself.  I  try  to  study 
psychiatry  etc.  But  the  prison  staff  will  not 
help  me  educate  myself. 

I  am  not  the  wily  gay  brother  who  has  this 
problem.  I  try  to  write  to  bookstores  but 
they  do  not  have  money  to  help  me  or  other 
gay  brothers.  And  that's  real  bad.  When  a 
gay  like  me  cannot  educate  myself  like  other 
brothers  have  the  same  problem.  What  I  am 
trying  to  say  is  all  gay  brothers  should  start 
working  together!  GCN  needs  more  people 
to  help  them  and  all  gay  brothers  in  prison 
need  more  gay  bookstores  and  what  I  am 
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saying  is  help  your  gay  brothers  in  prison 
and  not  only  in  prison  but  outside  too.  Work 
together  as  one!!!  Thank  you  for  your  time. 
God  bless  you. 

Stay  strong  and  stay  sweet. 
From  a  gay  brother  that  is  concerned  with 
all  gay  brothers 
Iowa  State  Penitentiary 
Ft.  Madison,  la. 

Time  to  speak  up 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  Dawn  Schmitz’s  gripping 
article  about  African  American  legislators 
who  have  taken  on  the  challenge  of 
combatting  AIDS  in  communities  of  color. 

I  personally  feel  we  (gays)  should  have 
special  responsibility  to  let  our  own  various 
communities  of  color  know  more  about 
AIDS  which  sometimes  can  be  a  silent  killer 
in  the  community.  I  feel  the  time  has  come 
for  us  to  speak  up  and  get  help,  locally  and 
internationally. 

Belinda  Rochelle  is  under  a  brutal 
occupation,  and  she  needs  full  support  for 
her  actions  of  such  serious  issues  on  AIDS  in 
communities.  I  encourage  everyone  to  reach 
out  wide  enough  and  fast  enough  in  our  race 
to  save  HIV  positive  and  AIDS  infected 
people.  It’s  time  to  stand  up.  Again  thanks 
for  the  article  which  I  am  sure  has  awakened 
thousand  more  readers  of  what’s  going  on 
with  the  art  of  politics  and  struggle  for  AIDS 
issues. 

Keep  up  the  good  work,  Belinda  Rochelle. 
You  are  doing  a  splendid  job. 

Raphael  Dixon 
Columbus,  OH 

On  being  homeless 

Dear  GCN: 

For  many  months,  I  was  homeless, 
through  no  fault  of  mine.  The  greatest  shame 
for  this  nation  is  the  growing  number  of 
homeless.  Each  day  there  are  new  faces,  not 
like  it  was  in  the  past — alcoholics,  drug 
addicts  and  mentally  ill  homeless. 

People  know:  today,  we  have  men,  woman 
and  even  children.  There  is  an  old  saying,  “If 
you’re  not  off  the  streets  within  a  year,  you’ll 
never  get  off,  and  the  street  will  one  day  kill 
you." 

There  could  never  be  a  death  more 
horrible  than  dying  by  freezing.  Living 
homeless  is  a  nightmare,  and  a  living  hell. 

Miss  Ball,  star  in  a  TV  movie  about  a 
homeless  woman — do  you  remember  how 
she  was  treated? 

For  the  past  12  months  I  have  been  saving 
to  send  out  my  four-page  report  on  being 
homeless.  My  four-page  report  is  free  for  a 
self-addressed  stamped  envelope.  (With  or 
without  a  SASE,  my  report  is  free.)  I  want 
“our”  side  of  the  story  to  be  told.  Every 
community  has  its  own  problems  which  help 
cause  people  to  be  homeless.  My  report  can 
be  had  free  by  writing  me  at  the  address 
below. 

James  Montgomery 
610  A  East  Battlefield 
Box  183 
Springfield,  MO  65807 

Relatively  free 

Dear  GCN: 

I  hope  this  letter  finds  your  staff  well  and 
full  of  joy.  Tomorrow  morning  I  walk  from 
these  walls,  a  relatively  free  man.  Before  I 
leave,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  all  you’ve 
done  for  me. 

Being  a,  usually,  maximum  custody 
inmate  I  don’t  have  much  contact  with  other 
gay  papers  and  being  in  a  military  institute 
only  makes  it  a  hundred  fold  worse.  But  for 
the  last  two  years  GCN  has  been  there  to 
brighten  my  little  world.  Thank  you  for 
caring. 

Please  turn  the  remainder  of  my  prisoner 
subscription  to  a  needing  brother  or  sister. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Michael,  “Jem”  Gresham 
Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

One  sentence  is 
enough 

Dear  GCN: 

My  name  is  Ashley  Marie,  and  I  am  a  F*re- 
Op  Transsexual  and  I  am  presently 
incarcerated  at  the  Nevada  State  Prison.  I  am 
almost  finished  serving  my  time  on  a  five 
year  sentence. 

I  am  in  search  for  some  help  to  assist  me 
in  this  place  of  confinement.  I  have  been 
harassed  throughout  my  incarceration  and  it 
is  a  matter  that  has  increased  in  time.  I  had  to 
file  a  1983  civil  suit  which  seems  to  be  no 
assistance. 

I  can’t  understand  why  being  different  in 
lifestyles  gives  someone  the  right  to 
discriminate  and  harass  you  as  they  see  fit 
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and  yet,  there  is  no  one  to  help  you  out 
because  they  all  think  that  you  are  a  freak  of 
nature. 

I  have  truly  tried  to  adjust  and  try  to  prove 
that  I  am  a  normal  individual  with  a  gender 
identity  disturbance,  in  which  at  the  present 
time  I  am  trying  to  correct  this.  It  seems  that 
ignorance  is  something  that  we  just  tolerate 
and  don’t  try  to  educate  in  our  society. 

I  have  tried  to  contact  numerous 
organizations  to  help  me  in  this  quest,  but  it 
seems  no  one  wants  to  address  this  problem. 
I  feel  that  we  are  human  and  even  though  I 
was  solely  to  blame  for  my  incarceration,  I 
was  given  a  five-year  sentence  as 
punishment  for  my  crime,  but  that  doesn’t 
give  anyone  the  right  to  prosecute  me  again, 
because  of  their  personal  beliefs.  I  am  being 
punished  twice.  There  should  be  some  kind 
of  training  for  anyone  in  the  field  of 
correction  or  law  enforcement. 

Any  assistance  would  be  appreciated. 

Thank  you. 

Kenneth  Barajas  #26157 
Nevada  State  Prison 
East  Fifth  Street 
P.  O.  Box  607 
Carson  City,  NV  89702 

Gay  man  in  Ghana 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  the  most  respectful  honor  to  write 
this  letter. 

I  am  a  23-year-old  Ghanaian  who  is  very 
much  interested  in  the  homosexual  practices 
but  since  gay  practices  are  unauthorized  in 
our  country,  it  is  very  tough  to  find  a  partner 
here,  thus  my  aim  for  seeking  a  foreign 
partner.  However  since  U.S.A.  includes  my 
world  favorite  countries,  I  decided  to  pass 
this  letter  into  you  with  due  respect  to 
request  for  my  letter  to  be  published  in  your 
newspaper  for  interesting  gay  men  to  contact 
me. 

My  hobbies  include  sports,  music,  movies, 
swimming  and  walking  along  the  beach.  I 
wish  to  correspond  with  people  of  all  ages. 
My  correspondence  will  be  interesting  to 
anyone  who  may  respond  to  my  article  and  I 
could  give  a  promise  to  reply  to  all. 

I  will  therefore  sign  off  here  and  I  hope 
you  put  every  little  effort  to  help  me.  I  am 
hoping  to  receive  many  letters  from  your  gay 
men.  Thank  you. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Amos  Amponsah 
Box  7740 
Accra-North 
Ghana,  W.  Africa 

No  ad,  no  reply 

Dear  GCN: 

I  wish  to  write  this  letter  to  GCN  readers 
and  ask  that  you  allow  them  to  decide  if  they 
wish  to  take  action  or  not.  Also  ’cause  this 
has  probably  been  a  problem  for  many  others 
inmates  as  my  self. 

I  have  been  writing  to  the  New  York 
Native  and  The  Village  Voice,  but  I  have 
been  unable  to  receive  any  type  of  reply.  It 
appears  that  both  of  these  publications  have 
described  that  gay  people  in  prison  are 
different,  less  of  a  person  and  some  type  of 
outcast  of  society. 

Well,  as  gays  we  all  know  the  constant 
struggle  for  acceptance  in  our  present 
modem  day  society.  It  is  a  difficult  enough 
task  without  these  strong  held  corporations 
that  publish  gay  matter  deciding  gay  inmates 
are  not  acceptable  for  them.  They  must  not 
be  aware  of  all  the  gays  Hitler  placed  in 
confinement 

It  is  wrong  to  take  a  group  of  people  and 
say  this  group  is  okay  but  the  other  half  is 
not  ’cause  they  will  not  pay.  See,  what’s 
bottom  line  is  most  inmates  cannot  afford  the 
money  these  publications  want,  yet  they 
don’t  even  have  the  respect  to  send  any 
response  to  us  and  rest  assured  I’ve  known 
many  other  inmates  having  the  same 
problem  with  both  these  publications. 

If  they  are  going  to  publish  gay  material 
than  be  for  all  gays,  not  just  some  chosen 
groups  with  pockets  of  money. 

GCN,  you  folks  are  great  and  someday  I 
hope  to  repay  you  all  in  some  way.  You  may 
not  be  so  large  as  the  Village  Voice  and  New 
York  Native  but  you  have  a  larger  heart. 

Folks,  write  the  Village  Voice  and  the  New 
York  Native ;  let  them  know  how  you  feel. 

Bob  Grant  91B 1022 
P.O.  Box  500 
Elmira,  NY  14902 

The  insanity  of 
homophobia 

Dear  GCN: 

Congratulations  on  an  excellent  and 
needed  story;  “Media  Disaster  in 
Milwaukee.”  The  unfolding  story  of  Jeffery 
L.  Dahmer's  horrible  and  insane  murdering 
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Out 

Something  rotten  on 
Capitol  Hill? 


of  17  or  more  young  boys,  is  another  sign  of 
the  deep  sickness  that  pervades  our  society. 
The  sickness  that  the  media  often  presents  is 
related  to  homosexuality.  The  “Media 
disaster”  in  Milwaukee,  as  the  Gay 
Community  News  refers  to  it,  is  the 
presentation  of  the  whole  sordid  affair  as  a 
homosexual  event  The  police  who  failed  to 
rescue  the  young  14-year  old  boy  thought 
that  it  was  just  a  gay  lovers  quarrel.  The 
other  youths  killed  were  gay,  often 
encountered  in  a  gay  bar.  Jeffery  is  presented 
as  a  sick  man  who  needs  to  kill  gay  boys  to 
rid  society  of  them.  His  father  explains  that 
he  was  molested  when  a  youth  by  a 
homosexual  person,  which  left  him  disturbed 
for  life. 

Homosexuality  is  not  the  result  of 
molestation  or  some  traumatic  experience  as 
some  of  the  uninformed  believe.  Neither  is  it 
a  weak  condition  that  leads  to  insanity. 
Mental  breakdown  is  not  caused  by 
homosexuality,  but  by  the  abusive 
heterosexism  that  destroys  so  many  gay 
youth  when  it  becomes  homophobic.  The 
destruction  of  self-concept  and  a  sense  of 
self-worth  are  the  real  cause. 

It  is  important  to  know  that  percentage¬ 
wise,  homosexuals  are  no  more  murderous 
than  heterosexual  persons.  Like  rape,  murder 
may  well  be  shown  to  have  little  to  do  with 
sexual  expression  and  everything  to  do  with 
a  person’s  mind  and  head.  Gays  are  known 
to  be  generally  less  violent  and  combative, 
although  the  exceptions  become  the 
stereotypes.  The  real  mental  crisis  that  drove 
Jeffery  to  commit  these  horrendous  acts  need 
to  be  studied  and  known. 

Is  it  possible  that  he  could  never  accept  his 
own  bisexuality  or  homosexuality?  Was  he 
filled  with  guilt  and  fear  put  on  him  by  a 
homophobic  church,  family  and  society?  Did 
he  learn  to  hate  himself?  Did  he  learn  to  hate 
the  very  boys  that  so  “wrongfully”  attracted 
him?  Could  it  be  that  in  his  warped  mind  he 
felt  he  had  to  destroy  the  very  sources  of  his 
evil — those  who  he  found  physically 
attractive?  Where  did  these  notions  come 
from — that  one’s  sexual  drives  must  be  evil 
if  they  are  not  heterosexual? 

I  wonder  how  different  the  story  of  his  life 
might  have  been  if  valid  counseling  had 
followed  his  childhood  “molestation?”  If  his 
parents  had  understood  and  accepted  gay 
people  and  their  own  son  as  he  really  was? 
What  if  there  had  been  positive  role  models 
who  were  gay,  and  he  understood  it  was 
okay  to  be  yourself  even  if  you  are  gay  or 
lesbian?  Homophobia  brings  tragic 
consequences  daily  to  all  of  us.  Every  family 
is  affected,  and  we  are  all  hurt  by  behavior 
such  as  Jeffery’s.  But  can  you  imagine  the 
pain  that  drove  him  to  such  a  state  of  mind? 

The  cancer  and  sickness  that  come  from 
fear,  hatred  and  bigotry  and  the  ignorance 
from  which  they  spring,  continues  to  infect 
our  social  order.  Racism,  sexism,  ageism, 
heterosexism  (homophobia  and  patriarchy), 
etc.  hinder  and  punish  us  all.  If  Jeffery  could 
have  been  accepted  and  loved,  and  helped  to 
accept  and  love  himself  and  the  diversity  of 
others,  his  life  might  have  been  a  blessing 
rather  than  a  curse.  Is  the  curse  really  Jeffery 
or  was  he  an  instrument  of  the  homophobia 
that  made  him  so  sick?  Will  the  broader 
society  ever  come  to  see  its  part  in  this 
continuing  sickness  of  homophobia? 

Doug  Elliott 
Monterey  Park,  Calif. 

Gender  police  at 
Michigan 

Dear  GCN: 

This  year  at  the  Michigan  Womyn’s  Music 
Festival,  a  friend  of  mine  was  expelled  from 
the  land  on  the  suspicion  that  she  was  not  a 
“real”  woman,  i.e.,  that  she  was  a 
transsexual  (see  GCN,  Sept.  1-14).  Last  year, 
this  same  woman  spent  the  entire  five  days  at 
the  Festival — much  of  the  time  with  her  shirt 
off,  and  sometimes  completely 
naked — without  evoking  any  negative 
reactions.  Many  factors  probably  conspired 
to  create  the  conditions  necessary  for  this 
event  to  take  place;  I  want  to  focus  not  on 
the  specifics  of  how  it  occurred  but  on  the 
issues  it  raises. 

What  this  incident  has  revealed  is  that,  by 
official  policy,  transsexuals  are  not  permitted 
at  the  Festival;  that  any  woman  at  the 
Festival  can  be  challenged  at  any  time 
regarding  the  details  of  how  she  achieved  her 
womanhood;  and  that  women  can  be  evicted 
by  security  people  for  any  reason  or  for  no 
reason,  without  recourse.  It  is  also  apparent 
that  Festival  organizers  do  not  want  to  have 
an  open  discussion  on  this  matter. 

Perhaps  it  is  the  last  point  that  disturbs  me 
most.  I  don’t  expect  Festival  organizers  to  do 


By  Tim  Campbell 

In  February  of  1987,  at  one  of  the  largest 
gatherings  of  committed  gay  rights  activists 
in  American  history,  the  famous  “war 
conference”  which  preceded  the  last 
mammoth  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights,  delegates  endorsed  sticking 
pink  triangles  on  the  doors  of  legislative 
offices  whose  occupants  opposed  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  during  the  day  while  enjoying 
the  night  time  benefits  of  the  gay  community. 
That’s  when  “outing”  got  a  national  mandate. 

Subsequently,  both  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund  and  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force,  our  stodgiest 
rights  groups,  took  stands  opposing  outing  as 
if  the  war  conference  had  never  happened. 

That’s  sad.  Particularly  now  that  Queer 
Nation  groups  throughout  the  country  and 
abroad  have  commenced  outing  legislators 
and  government  officials  with  impressive 
successes. 

During  the  recent  outing  of  Congressman 
Steve  Gunderson  from  Wisconsin,  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  put  itself  in  a 
particularly  dishonorable  position.  While 
Queer  Nation  types  were  using  data  about 
Gunderson’s  record  supplied  by  the 
Campaign  Fund  itself  previously  to  attack  his 


everything  right  the  first  time  or  even  the 
sixteenth  time,  but  I  like  to  believe  that 
women  who  have  rejected  a  patriarchal  form 
of  decision-making  are  willing  to  engage  in  a 
process  of  listening,  discussing  and  trying 
alternatives.  Not  so. 

In  addition,  the  manner  in  which  Festival 
policy  was  carried  out  is  upsetting.  The 
woman  who  was  evicted  and  most  of  the 
over  100  Festigoers  I  have  spoken  to  about 
this  incident  were  unaware  that  transsexuals 
were  not  allowed  at  the  Festival.  I  spoke  to 
one  transsexual  woman  who  had  scrutinized 
the  Festival  literature  for  any  mention  of 
whether  transsexuals  were  permitted, 
without  success.  The  official  policy  against 
transsexuals  is  a  secret  one. 

There  have  been  transsexuals  on  the  land 
for  many  years,  mostly  undetected.  Many  are 
uncomfortable  about  revealing  too  much 
themselves,  fearful  of  encountering  hostile 
reactions  from  participants  and  not  knowing 
what  to  expect  from  officials.  This  is  not  an 
acceptable  system.  It  is  unconscionable  that 
security  people  should  be  allowed  to  assign 
themselves  to  gender  police  patrol  and  make 
arbitrary  decisions  about  who  is  acceptable 
in  the  name  of  carrying  out  a  secret  official 
policy.  If  transsexuals  are  to  be  excluded,  it 
should  be  done  on  a  fair,  uniform  basis  using 
objective  criteria,  and  the  policy  should  be 
clearly  stated. 

Finally,  we  must  examine  the  merits  of  a 
policy  that  excludes  people  who  have 
achieved  womanhood  through  sex- 
reassignment  surgery.  Do  we  want  to 
endorse  such  a  policy  and  if  so,  on  what 
basis  can  it  be  enforced?  Most  of  us,  if  asked 
to  prove  we  were  “woman-bom”  women, 
would  have  a  difficult  time.  In  my  friend’s 
case,  ID  showing  a  female  identity  was  not 
sufficient.)  Must  we  all  bring  chromosome 
tests  with  us  to  the  front  gate?  Even  that 
would  exclude  some  women  who  have  been 
anatomically  female  all  their  lives.  Should 
security  women  have  the  right  to  ask  us  to 
drop  our  pants?  If  so,  are  they  competent  to 
distinguish  a  surgical  job  from  the  “real 
thing?”  Should  we  have  medically  trained 
gender  police  at  the  front  gate  to  determine 
who  gets  it?  If  we  accept  that  a  person’s  sex 
at  birth  is  immutable,  should  we  allow 
female-to-male  transsexuals  at  the  Festival 
on  the  basis  that  they  are  still  “real”  females, 
penises  and  all? 

Some  women  would  exclude  transsexuals 
on  the  basis  that  they  have  not  been 
socialized  as  women.  Should  we  then 
exclude  women  who  were  raised  as  boys? 
Should  we  allow  men  who  were  raised  as 
girls  (which  is  the  case  for  some  male-to- 
female  transsexuals)?  Must  we  give 
everyone  who  wants  to  come  to  the  Festival 
some  sort  of  test  of  socialization?  Some 
women  would  like  to  exclude  transsexuals 
because  they  haven’t  suffered  the  same 
oppression  throughout  their  lives  that  non- 
transsexual  women  have.  That’s  like  saying 
that  a  woman  shouldn't  be  allowed  to  join  a 
lesbian  group  because  she  came  out  at  age  40 
and  hasn’t  been  oppressed  as  a  lesbian  since 
adolescence,  the  way  “real”  lesbians  have.  If 
we  exclude  people  on  the  basis  of  their 


record,  HRCF  officials  Eric  Rosenthal  and 
Greg  King  vigorously  denied  knowledge  of 
their  own  data  and  custom  designed  a  report 
card  for  Gunderson  on  which  they  gave  him 
a  100  percent  rating. 

In  order  to  construct  this  report  card, 
Rosenthal  and  King  had  to  overlook  the  fact 
that  Gunderson  is  not  a  sponsor  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  bill,  overlook  10  consecutive 
votes  against  abortion  rights  in  the  last 
Congress,  overlook  24  bad  votes  out  of  25  on 
feminist  issues  in  the  last  Congress,  overlook 
bad  votes  on  some  of  its  own  issues  in  the 
last  Congress,  overlook  bad  votes  on  some  of 
its  own  issues  in  the  last  Congress  and  only 
calculate  10  selected  votes,  overlook  bad 
votes  on  every  civil  rights  bill  yet  to  be 
presented  to  Congress  during  his  tenure, 
overlook  votes  for  Bork  and  Souter,  and 
finally,  overlook  his  June  vote  against  the 
1991  Civil  Rights  Act.  Currently  they  are 
probably  overlooking  Gunderson’s  vote 
against  a  motion  to  conduct  a  national  survey 
of  teenagers  and  sex  as  a  tool  for  fighting 
AIDS. 

HRCF  justifies  its  defense  of  Gunderson 
characterizing  him  as  “a  moderate 
Republican.”  He  does  not  look  at  all 
moderate  on  the  battery  of  issues  most  likely 


history  of  privilege,  many  white  and  upper- 
class  women  will  also  be  banned  from  the 
Festival. 

The  fact  that  there  is  no  clear  way  of 
distinguishing  transsexual  women  from 
“woman-bom”  women  except  by  medical 
history  demonstrates  that  exclusionary 
policies  are  not  based  on  any  real  difference 
between  the  two  groups.  Any  criterion 
except  medical  history  that  is  used  to  screen 
out  transsexuals  also  eliminates  some 
women  who  were  bom  female  and  includes 
some  transsexual  women.  In  short,  there  is 
no  rational  basis  for  excluding  postoperative 
transsexuals  from  the  Festival.  The  impetus 
for  doing  so  is  just  a  gut  feeling — like  racism 
and  homophobia. 

Who  is  the  Festival  for?  If  it  is  for  every 
woman  who  want  to  be  there,  let’s  allow 
every  woman  to  attend.  If  not,  let’s  call  it 
what  it  is — the  Michigan  Lesbian 
Separatists’  Festival — and  drop  the  bullshit 
about  “Honoring  Our  Diversity”  from  the 
Festival  literature.  I,  for  one,  won’t  be  there. 

As  women  who  have  been  to  the  Festival 
or  who  might  consider  attending  the  Festival, 
we  have  a  responsibility  to  make  it  what  we 
want  it  to  be.  I  encourage  everyone  who  has 
an  opinion  about  this  issue  to  write  to 
Festival  organizers  at  WWTMC,  PO  Box  22, 
Walhalla,  MI  49458.  Discuss  it  in  your  local 
groups  and  write  to  gay  and  women’s 
publications.  Festival  organizers  can 
participate  in  this  discussion  or  they  can  hide 
from  it,  but  they  cannot  remain  unaffected  by 
it. 

Janis  Walworth 
Ashby,  Mass. 

Writing  GCN  = 
segregation 

Dear  GCN: 

I’d  like  to  inform  GCN  readers  that  I 
have  been  locked  up  in  segregation  since 
August  8. 

It  is  the  result  of  the  letter  I  wrote  in 
Community  Voices  for  where  I  was  being 
denied  a  gay  pride  T  shirt,  because  of  two 
words:  lesbian  and  gay. 

And  how  the  senior  captain  has  placed  me 
on  investigation  for  “Introduction  of 
dangerous  contraband  and  alleged 
homosexual  activity,”  which  I  have  in 
writing. 

I  surely  can  use  some  legal  help  in  a  law 
suit  and  someone  to  talk  to,  as  being  on 
investigation  means  I  can  be  locked  up  as 
long  as  they  feel  like  keeping  me  confined. 

I’ve  been  denied  to  see  legal  aid  here. 
Also,  I’ve  been  denied  recreation  (one  hour  a 
day).  This  letter  I  hope  reaches  you,  as  I’m 
sure  they  are  tampering  with  my  mail  also. 

I’m  sorry  this  is  not  very  neat  or  typed. 
But  I  wanted  to  get  word  out  to  anyone  who 
cares. 

I  thank  you  so  much  for  your  time  and 
help. 

Respectfully, 
James  Fitzgerald  #98743 
Northpoint  Training  Center 
P.O.  Box  479 
Borgin,  KY  40310 
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to  concern  the  lesbian  and  gay  communities 
as  I  see  them.  For  HRCF  to  score  him  100 
percent  when  the  National  Women’s  Political 
Caucus  scores  him  4%  insults  one  of  our 
closest  allies.  To  protect  a  politician  who 
consistently  votes  against  civil  rights  is  sheer 
folly. 

It  seem  abundantly  clear  that  HRCF  and 
NGLTF  need  to  come  up  with  more  complete 
report  cards  for  Congressmembers.  Queer 
Nation  types  are  on  the  right  track. 

HRCF  and  NGLTF  also  need  to  take  a 
stand  of  neutrality  rather  than  opposition  to 
outing.  They  should  take  the  same  neutrality 
on  all  battles  undertaken  by  hard-hitting 
activists.  There’s  plenty  of  room  in  queer 
activism  for  both  tough  guys  and  nice  guys, 
as  long  as  we  stop  fighting  each  other.  It’s  the 
so-called  nice  guys  that  err  most  frequently 
on  this  count. 

When  one  looks  at  the  in-fighting  among 
gay  activists  on  Capitol  Hill,  one  senses 
quickly  that  there’s  something  rotten  in 
Denmark.  I  think  the  rot  is  on  the  side  of 
HRCF,  not  Queer  Nation  and  not  ACT  UP. 

Tim  Campbell  is  the  publisher  and  editor 
of  the  GLC  Voice  newspaper  in  Minneapolis. 


WISH 

LIST 

Xerox  Paper 
Computer  Paper 
Printer  Ribbons 
Fax  Paper 
Manilla  folders 
Garbage  bags 
Postage  stamps 
Non-repro  pens 
IBM  Computers 
Mac  Plus,  Mac  SE 
Printers  -  Laserjet  or  Dot  Matrix 
Macintosh  &  IBM  Software 
HP  LAserjet  plus  cartridge 
(old  series  HP  92285A) 
Floppy  disks  -  31/2  &  51/4 
Telephone  Answering 
Machine 
Photocopier 
Polaroid  Camera 
File  Cabinets 
Office  Furniture: 
Desks 
Desk  chairs 
Sofa 
Chairs 
End  tables 

Donations  and  support  don't 
always  need  to  involve  money. 

These  are  some  of  the  items  that 
GCN  can  use  and  we  would  be 
more  than  happy  to  accept  towards 
donations.  If  you  can  supply  GCN 
with  any  of  these  items  or  have 
suggestions  on  others  please  let  us 
know,  (617)  426-4469.  Upon  your 
donation,  we  will  be  more  than  happy 
to  write  a  letter  allowing  you  to  use 
your  contribution  as  a  tax  deduction. 

THANKS  FOR  YOUR  HELP 
AND  SUPPORT. 
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Lee  Bush 

WASHINGTOND.C. — Lee  Bush,  one  of 
the  nation’s  leading  gay  rights  and  AIDS 
activists,  died  in  Washington,  Sept  6,  1991 
of  AIDS  complications.  He  was  38  years  old. 

With  a  background  in  the  peace  and 
feminist  movements  of  the  1970s,  Bush  was 
a  leading  organizer  of  the  1987  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil, 
Rights,  the  largest  civil  rights  march  in  the 
nation’s  history.  He  was  the  first  paid  staff 
person  to  be  hired  by  the  March  organizing 
committee.  Kay  Ostberg,  one  of  the  National 
Co-Charis  of  the  ’87  March  and  a  close 
friend  of  Bush,  said,  “He  had  an  unbounded 
energy  and  unlimited  commitment  to 
bringing  the  diversity  of  our  community  to 
Washington.” 

In  the  year  following  the  March,  Bush 
directed  the  field  operation  of  the  Fairness 
Fund,  a  lesbian  and  gay  rights  group  that 
later  merged  with  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund.  Bush  worked  as  a  national 
canvass  manager  for  the  Campaign  Fund’s 
“Speak  Out”  program  from  1988  until  his 
retirement  for  health  reasons  in  1990. 

Steve  Endean,  founder  of  the  Campaign 
Fund,  “Speak  Out,”  and  the  Fairness  Fund, 
recalled,  “Lee  was  a  passionate  pioneer.  I 
will  miss  him  a  great  deal.” 

Until  his  death.  Bush  remained  active  with 
the  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Black 
and  White  Men  Together,  and  ACT  UP/DC, 
where  he  was  a  key  organizer  of  last  year’s 
Miller/Marlboro  boycott. 

Bush  is  survived  by  his  mother  Leona 
Bush,  his  brother  Phil  Bush,  and  many, 
many  friends  in  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  across  the  country.  The 
memorial  service  will  be  held  Friday, 
September  27  7:00  pin.  at  the  Washington 
D.C.  Metropolitan  Community  Church  with 
MCC  Rev.  Troy  Perry  officiating. 
Contributions  may  be  made  to  the  Lee  Bush 
Memorial  Fund  to  benefit  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community,  specifically  lesbians  and 
persons  of  color.  —Gregory  King 


Belinda  Mason 

NASHVILLE,  Term. — Belinda  Mason,  a 
former  president  of  the  National  Association 
of  People  with  AIDS  and  an  outspoken 
member  of  the  National  Commission  on 
AIDS,  who  pleaded  with  Pres.  Bush  not  to 
stigmatize  people  with  HIV  disease,  died 
here  Sept.  9  of  AIDS-related  pneumonia,  the 
New  York  Times  reported.  She  was  33  years 
old. 

Mason  was  the  only  member  of  the 
commission  who  had  AIDS.  She  was 
appointed  in  1988.  Although  infected 
through  a  blood  transfusion  in  January  1987 
while  giving  birth  to  her  second  child. 
Mason  “never  tried  to  separate  herself  from 
every  other  person  with  AIDS  who  got  it 
through  drug  use  or  sex  activity,”  AIDS 
Action  Council  spokeswoman  Carisa 
Cunningham  told  the  Associated  Press. 

Mason  said  Bush  chose  her  for  the 
commission  because,  “I  was  Southern,  I  was 
white,  I  was  articulate,  and  I  got  AIDS  in  a 
nice  way,"  the  Associated  Press  reported. 

“Everyone  had  incredible  respect  for  her 
opinion,  and  also  concern"  for  her  health, 
said  Larry  Kessler,  commission  member  and 
executive  director  of  the  AIDS  ACTION 
Committee  of  Massachusetts.  “It  was  a 
combination  of  her  feistiness,  her  great  sense 
of  humor. ..her  ability. ..to  break  this  very 
heavy  feeling  in  the  room  of  powerlessness, 
her  incredible  wisdom,  and  her  righteous 
anger.. .polite  Southern  anger.”  When 
“bureaucrats”  with  a  lack  of  vision  came 
before  the  commission,  Kessler  recalled. 
Mason  "would  leave  them  stunned.” 

In  August,  Mason  sent  a  letter  to  Bush 
meant  in  part  to  counteract  public  hysteria 


about  health  care  workers  and  AIDS. 

“Mr.  President,”  Mason  wrote,  “doctors 
don’t  give  people  AIDS — they  care  for 
people  with  it.  The  blanket  screening  of 
health  care  workers  will  create  the  false 
illusion  that  people  with  AIDS  are  a  threat  to 
others.”  She  also  asked  Bush  to  drop  the 
controversial  U.S.  immigration  restrictions 
on  people  with  HIV  infection. 

Mason  worked  on  the  Commission’s 
report,  to  be  issued  Sept.  25,  until  two  weeks 
before  her  death,  Kessler  reported.  In  earlier 
years,  she  had  founded  the  Kentuckiana 
People  with  AIDS  Coalition,  the  first 
Kentucky-based  advocacy  organization  for 
PWAs. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Stephen 
Carden,  and  their  two  children,  Polly,  8  and 
Clayton,  4.  Services  were  held  Sept.  12  in 
Kentucky,  where  she  was  buried  on  her 
farm.  — Carrie  Wofford 

Brian  Coyle 

MINNEAPOLIS— Bryan  Coyle,  an 
openly  gay  city  councillor  in  Minneapolis 
since  January  1984,  died  August  23  from 
heart  failure  related  to  AZT,  the  GLC  Voice 
of  Minneapolis  reported.  (AZT  can  cause 
liver  failure  which  in  turn  can  cause  blood 
clots.)  Coyle’s  sister  said  her  brother  was  not 
yet  technically  diagnosed  with  AIDS  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Coyle  first  came  out  in  1978  when  he  ran 
unsuccessfully  as  an  independent  for  the 
U.S.  Senate.  In  the  mid-1980s,  Coyle 
brought  gay  and  lesbian  rights  into  his 
campaign  literature  as  “equal  rights  for  all.” 

However,  during  his  tenure  on  the  city 
council  from  1984  to  1990,  he  did  not 
introduce  a  single  ordinance  touching 
directly  on  gay  rights,  the  GLC  Voice 
reported.  In  1990,  Coyle  authored  a  domestic 
partners  ordinance  for  city  employees  that 
became  law  in  1991.  Minneapolis  Star 
Tribune  reporter  Jon  Jeter  said  Coyle  saw 
himself  as  “a  leader  who  happened  to  be  gay 
rather  than  as  a  gay  leader.” 

Coyle  claimed  in  May  in  the  Minnesota 
Monthly  that  “optimism  and  AZT  have  kept 
[this]  councilman  alive.”  It  was  in  this  article 
that  Coyle  made  his  HIV  status  public. 

— Carrie  Wofford 

Raymond  Marrero 

NEW  YORK — "RayRay  is  gone. 
Apparently  he  died  in  his  sleep  during  the 
last  hours  of  darkness  this  morning.”  One  of 
the  floor  nurses  at  St.  Clare’s  Hospital  in 
New  York  City  “found  him”  just  before  6 
a.m„  on  June  23, 1991.  He  was  37  years  old. 

With  these  words  I  learned  of  the  end  of 
the  long,  courageous  struggle  Raymond 
Marrero  had  been  engaged  in — not  only  as  a 
PWA,  but  as  a  PWA  in  the  clutches  of  the 
New  York  State  Department  of  Correctional 
Services(DOCS). 

Many  tears  have  been  shed  because  of  his 
passing,  but  at  the  same  time  there  were 
feelings  of  relief  that  his  long  suffering  was 
over.  It  is  too  bad  that  he  had  been  alone  for 
the  last  few  minutes  on  earth,  but  with  the 
power  trip  the  DOCS  is  on,  you  know  they 
couldn’t  possibly  permit  him  to  have  a 
visitor  at  that  hour  of  the  morning — no 
matter  what! 

RayRay’s  greatest  hope  remained 
unfulfilled.  In  a  letter  dated  October  30, 
1989,  he  wrote:  “I  hope  and  pray  that  I  can 
keep  going  for  another  two  years  until  I  get 
out  of  their  (DOCS’)  clutches.  That’s  all  I 
want  now  from  life — I  know  it  won’t  be 
easy — but  I’ll  fight  until  there’s  no  more 
fight  left  in  me!”  RayRay’s  fight  is  now 
over — he  can  rest  in  peace. 

— Karl  Ahlers 

A.  Damien  Martin 

NEW  YORK — A.  Damien  Martin,  Ed.D., 
co-founder  of  the  Hetrick-Martin  Institute,  a 
social  service  agency  for  lesbian  and  gay 
youth  and  their  families,  died  of 
complications  from  AIDS  on  August  15, 
1991.  He  was  57  years  old. 

In  1979,  Martin  and  his  life  partner,  the 
late  Emery  S.  Hetrick,  M.D.,  founded  the 
Institute  for  the  Protection  of  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Youth  to  advocate  for  the  rights  of 
young  gay  men  and  lesbians.  In  1983  he 
helped  found  the  Harvey  Milk  High  School, 
an  alternative  New  York  City  high  school  for 
lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  The  Institute  was 
renamed  in  honor  of  Martin  and  Hetrick  in 
1988.  Martin  served  as  executive  director  of 
the  organization  from  1984  until  his 
retirement  in  1989. 

“He  has  had  a  positive  impact  on 
thousands  of  young  people  who  otherwise 
would  have  faced  a  life  of  shame,  isolation 
and  even  death,”  said  Frances  Kunreuther, 
executive  director  of  the  Hetrick-Martin 
Institute.  Nancy  Langer,  president  of  the 
Hetrick-Martin  Institute's  Board  of 
Directors,  said  “Damien  Martin  was  among  a 
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handful  of  leaders  who  rocked  America.” 

Martin  was  also  involved  with  many 
other  gay  rights  organizations  including 
Dignity,  SAGE  (Senior  Action  in  a  Gay 
Environment)  and  the  New  York  Political 
Action  Committee.  He  served  as  a  member 
of  Governor  Cuomo ’s  Task  Force  on  Teen 
Suicide,  the  Child  Welfare  League  of 
America’s  Task  Force  on  AIDS,  the  New 
York  City  Task  Force  on  AIDS  and  the  New 
York  City  Board  of  Education’s 
Multicultural  Advisory  Committee. 

At  Martin’s  request,  donations  in  his 
memory  may  be  made  to  the  Hetrick-Martin 
Institute,  401  West  St.,  New  York,  NY 
10014. 

Jeremiah  B. 
Weinberger 

CHICAGO — Our  beloved  Jeremy  was 
taken  away  from  us  near  the  beginning  of 
July  1991.  An  aspiring  artist,  Jeremy  moved 
to  Chicago,  from  New  York,  to  further  his 
dreams  and  goals  of  entering  the  fashion 
business. 

Jeremy  proudly  created  for  himself  not 
only  a  highly  successful  position  as  a 
customer  service  representative,  but  also  a 
network  of  diverse  friends  who  have  come  to 
love  him  for  his  individuality,  charm, 
sarcastic  wit  and  unconditional  love.  This 
strength  to  give  others  happiness  and  support 
(usually  beginning  with  his  bright,  warm 
smile)  shall  keep  him  in  our  hearts  forever. 

We  will  miss  Jeremy  most  when  we 
remember  his  laughter  because  our  world 
has  lost  one  of  its  sincerest  smilers.  Jeremy, 
we  know  you  are  sketching  with  the  best  of 
them  now. 

Jeremy  is  survived  by  his  mother  Lucy 
Lloyd  and  his  lover  Diane  Quero;  his  father 
David  Weinberger;  brothers  and  sisters  and 
their  partners:  Zachary  and  Shari,  Tovia, 
Rachel  and  Lori,  Penelope  and  Michael, 
Ethan  and  Denise;  his  nieces  and  nephew 
Gil,  Aurora  and  Michael;  and  countless 
friends  who  consider  Jeremy  part  of  their 
family.  — Rachel  Weinberger 

Armin  Bauer 

CHARLESTON,  N.C. — Armin  Bauer, 
formerly  of  46  Gray  Street,  South  End,  died 
here.  He  was  53  years  old.  Armin  was  a 
founding  member  of  the  Chiltem  Mountain 
Club  and  had  a  very  wide  circle  of  fine 
friends  in  the  South  End  and  throughout  the 
Greater  Boston  area. 

A  gathering  of  his  friends  for  a 
Celebration  of  Life  in  his  memory  was  held 
at  the  Arboretum  in  Jamaica  Plain. 

— Daniel  Sullivan 

Michael  J.  Lambert 

MINNEAPOLIS — Michael  Lambert, 
formerly  of  Mission  Hill,  Roxbury,  died  of 
complications  from  AIDS  on  April  19  in 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  He  was  46  years 
old. 

Michael  was  a  well-known  activist  who 
fought  Maytep  smokestacks,  a  potential 
enviommental  hazard,  for  many  years.  He 
held  a  bachelors  degree,  and  taught  at  the 
YMCA  here  in  Boston. 

I  am  currently  making  a  panel  for  the 
Memorial  Quilt,  and  it  would  be  helpful  if 
you  have  any  pictures  or  memories  you 
could  share  with  me.  Please  contact  Mike  at 
536-7687.  — Michael  Wheaton 

William  Bottiggi 

NEW  YORK — William  Bottiggi,  editor  of 
MANSCAPE  Magazine,  a  publication  of 
First  Hand,  Ltd.,  was  killed  in  his  apartment 
here  on  June  16, 1991.  He  was  41. 

Of  Bill,  friends  wrote  in  his  memorial: 

Bon  viviant,  world  traveler,  writer, 
novelist,  decisive  movie  critic. 
Jeopardy  fanatic,  Lucy  lover  and 
Lotto  Lord.  Last  one  off  the  dance 
floor,  always.  Hated  cats  but  loved 
rituaL  uniforms,  Halloween,  Bloody 
Mary’s,  brunch  and  Macy’s  Day 
Parade  on  Thanksgiving.  A  little 
boy  at  heart,  with  a  childlike 
innocence,  he  could  also  be  the 
devil’s  advocate  in  his  avid 
conversations.  Loyal  friend,  always 
grateful  and  appreciative.. .farewell, 
we  love  you. 

And,  in  Bill’s  own  words,  “God  bless  and 
hug  your  friends.” 

Someone,  known  only  to  God,  stabbed 
and  killed  Bill  in  the  early  morning  hours 
inside  his  apartment.  The  police  have  no 
leads  on  the  identity  of  the  killer(s). 

His  body  was  cremated  and  a  memorial 
service  was  held  in  New  York  City  on  July 
20. 

Contributions  in  Bill’s  name  can  be  made 
to  the  Arizona  AIDS  Project,  919  North  1st 
Street,  Phoenix,  AZ  85003,  attn.  Skip  O’ 
Neill. 

Friends  of  Bill  may  write  to  Bill’s 
lover/co-author,  Adrian  LeChance,  at  P.O. 
Box  3100-30208,  Goodyear,  AZ  85338. 

— Adrian  LeChance 
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Amnesty 

Continued  from  page  3 

the  resolution  in  several  ways:  organize 
major  publicity  campaigns  around  the  issue; 
initiate  a  major  study  documenting  gay  and 
lesbian  oppression  worldwide;  and  work 
with  existing  international  gay  and  lesbian 
organizations. 

Byler  responded  that  Amnesty 
International  agreed  with  the  ideas  set  down 
by  NGLTF,  but  that  it  would  take  time  for 
the  developments  to  occur. 

Byler  said  that  a  number  of  cases  would 
have  to  be  submitted  and  documented  before 
Amnesty  could  consider  launching  an 
international  campaign. 

“[Amnesty  International]  is  a  huge 
bureaucracy  in  which  it  is  difficult  to  make 
even  very  small  changes,"  charged 
IGLHRC’s  Dorf,  adding  that  the 
organization’s  extensive  documentation 
process  could  potentially  be  used  to  exclude 
gay  men  and  lesbians.  “We  are  really  going 
to  have  to  watch  what  happens,”  she  said. 

IGLHRC  plans  to  continue  providing 
Amnesty  International  with  well- 
documented  cases  of  gay  and  lesbian 
oppression  in  the  Soviet  Union  in  order  to 
assess  how  quickly  Amnesty  will  actually 
adopt  gay  and  lesbian  prisoners  of 
conscience. 

Still,  Dorf  pointed  out  that  the  Yokohama 
resolution  does  not  add  this  classification  to 
Amnesty  International’s  mandate. 

“The  resolution  finally  passed  at 
Yokohama  was  not  policy  charge,  it  was  a 
re-interpretation  of  existing  policy”  said 
Dorf.  “We  have  to  continue  to  press  to  have 
‘sexual  orientation’  incorporated  in  Amnesty 
International’s  mandate.” 

— filed  from  Boston 

New  Jersey 

Continued  from  page  3 

“affectional  or  sexual  orientation”  to  the  list 
of  protected  classes  in  the  areas  of 
employment,  public  accommodations  and 
housing. 

“We  are  trying  to  move  quietly  on  this,” 
said  Calkins.  “Although  there  has  been  very 
little  movement  against  our  efforts,  there  is  a 
phobia  among  legislators  about  potential 
voter  backlash.” 

Dr.  Leon  Gellman,  president  of  the  New 
Jersey  Gay  and  Lesbian  Coalition  (NJGLC), 
told  GCN  that  all  indications  suggest  no  such 
backlash  will  occur.  Nonetheless,  Gellman 
said  Florio  had  been  apprehensive  about  the 
political  implications  of  gay  and  lesbian  civil 
rights  and  has  moved  cautiously. 

Gellman  said  that  his  organization  “started 
talking  to  the  Governor  the  night  of  his 
election.”  Soon  after,  members  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  convinced  Florio  to 
appoint  a  liaison  and  began  meeting  with  the 
appointee  once  or  twice  a  month.  “We  had  to 
provide  him  with  examples  of  how 
governors  in  other  states  had  done,”  said 
Gellman.  “We  also  initiated  a  letter-writing 
campaign.” 

Florio  was  also  influenced  by  an  Eagleton 
Institute  poll  that  had  been  commissioned  by 
the  Campaign  to  End  Discrimination.  The 
results,  released  in  June,  showed  that  81 
percent  of  New  Jersey  residents  believe  that 
anti -gay  discrimination  exists  and  71  percent 
would  be  in  favor  of  gay  and  lesbian  civil 
rights  protection. 

In  August  1990,  Florio  signed  a  strong 
anti-violence  executive  order  that  prohibits 
hate  violence  based  on  sexual  orientation. 
Similarly,  two  days  before  he  signed  the  anti¬ 
discrimination  older,  Florio  boosted  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  by  signing  a  domestic  violence 
act  that  specifically  includes  same  sex 
relationships. 

Eric  McKinley,  co-chair  of  the  A-634  task 
force,  told  GCN  he  believes  Florio  is 
committed  to  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights. 
Already  Florio  has  directed  the  attorney 
general  to  draw  up  guidelines  for  the  most 
recent  executive  order.  McKinley  said  that 
NJGLC  members  have  been  invited  to  give 
input  on  the  guidelines  to  ensure  they  are 
sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the  community. 

Florio  has  yet  to  make  a  statement  as  to 
whether  he  supports  Bill  A-634.  His 
spokesperson  added  that  it  is  unlikely  that  he 
will  comment  until  the  bill  passes  the 
legislature  and  arrives  on  his  desk. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Continued  from  page  1 

Women  (NOW),  which  endorsed  Ellis 
Hagler,  charged  that  the  Alliance  “ha[s]  gone 
back  on  [their]  promise  [in  1989  to  endorse 
only  pro-choice  candidates],  and  in  doing  so 
have  put  a  schism  between  themselves  and 
the  women’s  rights  community.”  Flynn 
routinely  makes  public  appearances,  she 
said,  in  support  of  anti-choice  organizations. 
In  addition,  she  said,  Flynn  is  responsible  for 
the  police’s  lax  enforcement  of  a  court 
injunction  barring  members  of  the  anti¬ 
choice  group  Operation  Rescue  from 
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blocking  women’s  access  to  abortion  clinics. 

Gorton  said  the  Alliance’s  endorsement  of 
Flynn  does  not  compromise  their  pro-choice 
position  because  the  mayor,  while  personally 
opposed  to  abortion,  as  a  public  official  has 
“supported  choice.”  He  said  the  issue  of 
police  protection  of  women's  access  to 
clinics  “is  something  that  calls  for  lobbying,” 
adding,  “They  are  enforcing  the  law  to  at 
least  some  degree." 

Ellis-Hagler  has  publicly  supported  both 
the  full  Family  Protection  Act  and  women’s 
choice  on  abortion.  “I  don't  believe  a  man, 
on  an  issue  that  affects  a  woman,  can  make 
the  determination  of  what  is  correct  and 
incorrect,”  he  told  GCN.  His  philosophy,  he 
said,  on  choice  and  gay/lesbian  issues  is  to 
“trust  people  in  the  midst  of  the  struggle." 

State  Rep.  Byron  Rushing  (D-South  End), 
an  African  American  who  gained  the  support 
of  progressive  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  his 
campaign  last  fall  against  Mike  Duffy,  a  gay 
white  Republican,  said  the  Alliance  was 
taking  a  risk  in  endorsing  Flynn.  “If  you 
don’t  back  those  candidates  who  most 
strongly  articulate  your  positions  ...  in  the 
long  run  what  happens  is  that  there  isn’t 
enough  support  for  people  to  take  your 
positions.”  He  added,  “If  Ray  [Flynn]  wasn't 
in  office,  I  can’t  believe  they  would  have 
supported  him.” 

In  contrast  to  the  Alliance,  the  Coalition 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights  endorsed 
Ellis-Hagler,  although  they,  too,  have  been 
charged  with  playing  a  game  of  political 
expediency. 

Rushing  suggested  an  alternative  strategy 
for  the  Alliance  would  have  been  to  endorse 
both  Flynn  and  Ellis-Hagler  for  the 
preliminary,  in  order  to  rule  out  the  third 
candidate  Boston  Teachers  Union  Edward 
Doherty,  then  make  a  final  endorsement  for 
the  election.  He  advised  Ellis-Hagler  to 
return  to  the  Alliance  and  demand  another 
vote  if  he  comes  through  the  primary.  Polls 
show  Flynn  leading  by  a  significant  amount, 
with  Ellis-Hagler  and  Doherty  fairly  evenly- 
matched  for  second  place. 

According  to  Gorton,  a  few  members  of 
the  organization  favored  endorsing  Ellis- 
Hagler,  but  the  great  majority  ruled  him  out 
either  because  he  did  not  appear  to  be  a 
viable  contender  or  because  he  was  opposed 
to  needle  exchange  as  an  AlDS-prevention 
measure.  Ellis-Hagler  successfully  led  a 
coalition  effort  this  spring  to  close  down  the 
first  store-front  office  for  needle  exchange  in 
Mission  Hill  by  the  National  AIDS  Brigade. 

Needle  exchange 

Ellis-Hagler  told  GCN  he  is  not  flatly 
opposed  to  needle-exchange  programs,  but 
he  opposes  those  that  do  not  provide  drug 
treatment  information  and  do  not  facilitate 
access  to  health  care.  Noting  that  AIDS  is 
not  the  only  way  people  die  as  a  result  of  IV 
drug  use,  he  said  IV  drug  users  often  do  not 
have  access  to  routine  health  care  and  are 
prone  to  diseases  uncommon  to  people  who 
have  such  access. 

The  Alliance’s  endorsement  of  Flynn  is 
based  largely  upon  the  results  of  a  Sept.  1 1 
meeting  between  the  mayor  and  members  of 
gay  and  lesbian  communities  at  which  he 
addressed  many  of  the  communities’ 
concerns,  chief  among  them  domestic 
partnership.  Many  of  those  who  fought  for 
the  Family  Protection  Act,  the  proposal  that 
failed  in  June,  and  that  in  its  original  version 
would  have  given  city  workers  the  right  to 
health  benefits  for  their  partners,  blamed 
Flynn  for  keeping  silent  on  the  issue. 
Alliance  members  were  among  Flynn’s 
strongest  critics  at  the  time. 

Although  Flynn  still  declined  to  take  a 
position  on  the  Family  Protection  Act  at  the 
Sept.  11  meeting,  his  promise  to  convene  a 
task  force  on  the  issue  to  research  and  make 
policy  recommendations  was  viewed  by 
members  of  the  Alliance  as  a  breakthrough. 
Calling  the  task  force  “realistic”  and 
“practical,"  Gorton  said,  “It  seemed  a  way  of 
moving  the  issue  forward.” 

But  Zucker,  who  lobbied  for  the  Family 
Protection  Act,  said  Flynn’s  inaction  on  the 
bill  makes  him  unacceptable  for  the 
Alliance’s  endorsement  It  was  clear  not  only 
to  her  but  also  to  members  of  the  Alliance, 
she  said,  that  Flynn  was  well-informed  of  the 
legislation  despite  his  claims  to  the  contrary 
and  could  have  gotten  it  passed  if  he  had 
chosen  to  support  it.  The  bill  failed  by  one 
vote  in  its  final  version.  [See  GCN,  Vol.  18, 
No.  49.] 

Civilian  review  board 

The  conduct  of  the  Boston  police  has 
been  a  contentious  issue  in  the  mayor’s  race, 
with  most  gay  and  lesbian  activists  and 
progressives  calling  for  a  civilian  review 
board  to  investigate  cases  of  alleged 
misconduct.  Flynn  opposes  such  a  board, 
and  labeled  as  “divisive,”  a  plan  by  Ellis- 
Hagler  for  a  13-member  board  appointed  by 
the  city  council  and  representing  various 
constituency  groups,  including  lesbians  and 

gay  men.  Continued  on  page  11 
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a  couple  of 
dykes  talk  about 
their  HIV  tests 

Joan  Sully  (below)  is  a  dyke  nurse  who  has  worked  with  people 
with  HIV  in  a  variety  of  settings.  Marea  Murray  (above)  is  a  clinical 
social  worker  in  private  practice  who  has  been  doing  AIDS  work 
since  1984.  Joan  and  Marea  have  known  each  other  for  six  years. 

In  this,  the  first  of  a  two-part  conversation.  Sully  and  Murray  discuss 
what  led  them  to  decide  to  get  tested,  and  the  impact  of  the  test 

and  its  results  on  their  lives. 


H  oan:  You  tested  first,  do  you  want 

Jto  talk  about  your  decision  to  do 
“ 

Marea:  Well,  I  decided  to  get 
tested  because  several  years  ago  I 
was  with  a  lover  whose  lover 
before  me  identified  himself  as  a  gay  man. 
Some  time  after  my  lover  and  I  broke  up,  the 
gay  man — her  former  lover — died  with 
AIDS. 


My  level  of  anxiety  slowly  rose.  For  lots 
of  reasons  I’m  not  going  to  go  into  here,  it 
took  me  a  while  to  find  out  about  the 
situation  and  to  decide  to  test. 

Also,  I’d  been  working  with  people  with 
HIV  for  a  number  of  years  and  I  had  been 
with  men  in  the  last  13  years  [that  is,  since 
1977,  the  year  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC)  consider  to  mark  the 
inception  of  the  AIDS  epidemic  in  this 
country].  So,  I’d  thought  about  getting  tested 
anyway. 


Joan:  I  think  it’s  important  to  point  out 
that  because  of  those  past  contacts  with  men, 
neither  you  nor  I  would  be  considered 
lesbians  by  the  CDC  if  we  were  women 
diagnosed  with  AIDS. 

Marea:  Yes,  absolutely,  even  though  those 
contacts  were  in  the  late- ’70s  and  very  early  - 
’80s!  It’s  outrageous.  So,  here  I  was 
beginning  to  imagine  that  not  only  might  I  be 
a  “woman-to-woman  transmission  case," 
they  wouldn’t  even  consider  me  a  dyke! 
[Laughter.] 

Of  course,  it’s  easier  to  joke  about  it  now. 
But  when  he  died  with  AIDS — and  I  started 
to  have  nightmares  and  things  like  that — I 
decided  that  my  level  of  anxiety  was  high 
enough  that  I  wanted  to  go  through  with 
[testing]. 

The  other  thing  I  should  say  is  that,  even 
at  the  time  that  I  was  involved  with  my 
lover,  we  were  both  in  the  AIDS  field  and 
we  had  mutually  decided — even  then — how 
safe  our  sex  was  going  to  be.  For  us,  safer 
sex  had  mostly  to  do  with  avoiding  blood 
contact. 

So,  in  other  words,  vaginal  secretions  as  a 
mode  of  transmission  was  a  possibility.  As 
the  years  passed  and  more  attention  was  paid 
to  the  presence  of  white  blood  cells  in 
secretions,  before  and  after  menstruation, 
and  other  possible  means  for  exposure  to  the 
virus  in  blood,  etc.,  the  number  of  questions 
continued  to  increase.  I’ve  been  writing 
about  lesbian  safer  sex  for  years,  so  the 
potential  of  exposure — not  only  before  but 
also  after  I  came  out  as  exclusively  lesbian — 
was  always  there  at  the  back  of  my  mind. 

Here  I  was,  years  had  elapsed  since  my 
lover  and  I  had  been  together  and  I  didn’t 
really  remember  every  instance  of 
lovemaking,  all  the  details  and  so  on.  Thus, 
that  was  also  a  factor  and,  as  I  say,  other 
contacts  were  too. 

I’ve  been  in  a  variety  of  jobs  where  I’ve 
counseled  people  about  testing  or  I  have 
dealt  with  people  who  have  just  tested. 
Sometimes  I’ve  sat  across  from  people 
who’d  just  gotten  their  results,  whether 
positive  or  negative  and  dealing  with  the 
feelings  afterwards,  as  well  as  people  with 
full-blown  AIDS.  So,  the  dreams  I  was 
having  were  very  lurid  and  I  felt  that  I  wasn’t 
attending  to  my  clients  in  the  way  I  wanted 
to.  It  was  interfering  not  only  my  personal 
life  but  also  with  my  professional  life. 

Joan:  Did  you  know  at  the  time  you  were 
tested  whether  you  ex-lover  was  positive  or 
not? 


Marea:  No,  I  did  not.  There  was  no 
certainty.  I  had  been  continuing  to  practice 
safer  sex  with  subsequent  partners  [thus  I 
felt]  the  test  would  be  a  "good  test."  It  takes 
time  for  the  body  to  build  up  antibodies  to 
HIV.  So,  I  felt  enough  time  had  elapsed  that  I 
could  go  in  and  feel  that  the  result  would  be 
accurate. 

Joan:  You  didn’t  feel  that  there  had  been  a 
risk  of  exposure  since  then?  It  would  have 
been  just  with  her? 

Marea:  Her  and  the  previous  men.  And  I 
should  say,  previous  to  her.  I’d  been  with 
some  women  before  safer  sex  was  something 
lesbians  thought  about  or  that  I  did. 

You  know,  I  think  it’s  interesting  that  a  lot 
of  people  come  to  testing  after  they’ve  been 
with  a  partner  whose  history  they’ve  known 
about  but  a  lot  of  people  who’ve  had  sex  or 
shot  drugs  with  people  whose  histories  they 
didn’t  know  about  don’t  even  think  about 
getting  tested.  That  may  be  even  more  true 
of  women  because  women  tend  to  think 
AIDS  is  still  more  of  a  men’s  issue — 
specifically  gay  or  bisexual  men — than 
something  that  might  impact  women.  So  I 
think  it’s  important  to  reiterate  the  point  that 
for  me,  it  was  a  combination  of  reasons  that 
led  to  my  decision  to  get  tested  when  I  did. 

Joan:  There's  also  sort  of  an  assumption 


that  what  you  don’t  know  can’t  hurt  you. 

Marea:  That’s  right,  or  because  of  denial. 
Or,  “Oh  my  god,  it's  so  overwhelming  to 
think  of  all  the  people  I’ve  had  sex  with  and 
all  the  people  they’ve  had  sex  with,  or  shot 
drugs  with,  or  don’t  remember  or — before 
1985 — had  blood  transfusions  from.” 

Joan:  And  there’s  the  whole  issue  of 
whether  you  can  even  believe  what  you’re 
told  or  not.  Like,  for  example,  at  the  Women 
and  AIDS  Conference  in  Boston  there  was  a 
lot  of  talk  about  how  women  need  to  believe 
each  other  and  need  to  discuss  histories  and 
stuff.  It's  all  well  and  good  to  think,  “Oh, 
women  are  wonderful,”  but  some  women  are 
not  going  to  tell  the  truth  and  some  women 
won’t  remember.  Some  women  won’t  know 
what  needs  to  be  revealed  and  some  women 
just  won’t  be  honest  because  they  want  sex  or 
they  want  the  drugs.... 

Marea:  Or  they  fear  they’ll  lose  the 
relationship  or  whatever.  And  for  me  there 
were  a  lot  of  reasons  why  I  didn’t  feel  I  had 
enough  information,  including  that  I  didn’t 
have  access  to  some  of  the  people  from  the 
past  13  years. 

Joan:  Even  the  questions  that  were  asked, 
like,  “Have  you  slept  with  a  man  who  might 
have  slept  with  other  men  in  the  last  13 
years?”  I  just  thought,  “Well,  no.”  I  didn’t 
think  at  the  time  that  any  of  the  male  lovers  I 
had  were  bisexual,  but  what  the  heck  did  I 
know?  I  didn’t  know  that  I  was  a  dyke  then 
either.  They  might  have  slept  with  men. 

Marea:  Yes,  and  who  knows  what  they  did 
with  those  men? 

Joan:  Yeah,  who  knows? 

Marea:  Just  because  a  man  slept  with 
another  man  doesn’t  mean  that  they 
necessarily  had  high  risk  sex.  A  lot  of  women 
I  know  have  had  more  high  risk  sex  than  a  lot 
of  the  gay  men  I  know.  It  sort  of  makes  it  all 
very  foggy  and  I  think  especially  with  HIV,  a 
lot  of  people  try  to  have  answers  or  try  to 
have  categories  to  put  everything  in. 

Joan:  They  try  to  make  it  easier. 

Marea:  Yes,  and  it  defeats  the  purpose. 
Joan,  do  you  want  to  talk  about  why  you 
tested? 

Joan:  I  had  thought  about  testing  off  and 
on  at  times  but  never  really  very  seriously 
because  I  didn’t  consider  myself  to  be  at  risk 
or  at  “much”  risk. 

Marea:  Whatever  that  is. 

Joan:  Yes,  whatever  that  is.  What 
happened  for  me  is  that  I  went  with  a  friend 
to  get  test  results  and  there  was  a  lot  of 
reason  to  believe  that  this  friend  was  going  to 
be  negative.  He  was  testing  for  that  peace  of 
mind.  In  actuality  he  was  not  negative,  he 
was  HIV-positive. 

We  had  joked  on  the  way  over  about  how  I 
was  probably  at  greater  risk  than  he  was,  and 
wasn’t  this  silly  of  him  to  be  testing?  When 
he  turned  out  to  be  positive,  it  really  shook 
me  up. 

The  whole  concept  of  how  much  risk  one 
is  at  kind  of  got  turned  upside  down  for  me. 
Anyone  would  have  considered  him  to  be  at 
extremely  low  risk  and  all  of  a  sudden  low 
risk  meant  just  as  much  as  high  risk  to  me. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  low  risk.  If  there’s 
any  risk,  it’s  too  much. 

So,  after  going  through  that  with  him,  I  felt 
like  I  really  needed  to  know.  I  felt  like  I 
couldn’t  consider  low  to  be  low  enough  until 
I  knew.  The  things  that  probably  concerned 
me  the  most  because  of  my  own  sexual 
history  not  involving  a  whole  lot  of  quote- 
unquote  high  risk  sexual  practices,  were 
needle  sticks  I  had  gotten  in  the  course  of  my 
hospital  time  [as  a  nurse]. 

Marea:  How  many  needle  sticks  did  you 
have? 

Joan:  Two  that  I  was  concerned  about. 
Neither  of  them  was  someone  I  knew  to  be 
HIV-positive,  but  I  was  concerned  about  what 
I  didn’t  know.  They  were  both  cancer  patients 
who’d  had  a  variety  of  treatments  over  a 
number  of  years. 

Marea:  Including  transfusions,  probably. 

Joan:  Probably.  One  of  them  I  didn’t  even 
report  and  the  other  one  I  did  report.  There 
was  no  mention  at  all  in  the  institution  where 
I  was  working  about  HTV. 

Marea:  Or  being  tested? 

Joan:  No,  they  tested  the  person  for 
hepatitis. 

Marea:  What  year  was  that? 


Joan:  That  was  in  1989,  maybe  1988. 

Marea:  Really?!  And  they  didn’t  even 
think  about  asking  her  or  you  to  be  tested  for 
HIV?  Wow,  I’m  surprised. 

Joan:  It  was  because  it  was  a  straight 
married  woman  who  was  a  patient.  And, 
when  I  thought  about  it,  she  had  had  multiple 
surgeries  for  years  for  the  cancer.  She  had  a 
colostomy  and  all  kinds  of  things.  So.... 

Marea:  It  was  within  the  realm  of 
possibilities. 

Joan:  Yes,  sure.  Four  months  after  the 
needle  stick  I  went  to  donate  blood  and  they 
turned  me  down,  not  because  of  any  test,  but 
because  it  hadn’t  been  long  enough.  They 
wanted  it  to  be  six  months  after  and  then  I 
decided  not  to  go  back  again  because  I  didn’t 
want  to  test  that  way.  I  wanted  a  real 
anonymous  testing  site  where  I’d  get  the 
counseling  and  everything.  I  didn’t  want  to 
get  a  little  letter  from  the  Red  Cross.  So, 
that’s  what  led  to  my  deciding  to  get  tested. 

I  knew  a  counselor  at  an  anonymous 
testing  site  who  I  felt  really  comfortable 


a  lot  of  people 
come  to  testing 
after  they’ve  been 
with  a  partner 
whose  history 
they’ve  known 
about  but  a  lot  of 
people  who’ve  had 
sex  or  shot  drugs 
with  people  whose 
histories  they 
didn’t  know  about 
don’t  even  think 
about  getting 
tested.  That  may 
be  even  more  true 
of  women 


with.  So  I  knew  I  could  do  it  in  a  safe, 
personal  kind  of  way  with  someone  known  to 
me  in  the  community. 

Marea:  I  had  specifically  not  given  blood 
because  I  didn’t  want  to  deal  with  the 
thought  of  being  tested  in  that  environment 
either.  Also,  because  I  had  the  lingering 
questions  and  I  hate  needles  anyway,  those 
all  combined.  [Laughter] 

But  it  was  also  interesting  because  I  made 
the  decision  and  got  tested  at  an  anonymous 
site  after  I’d  had  a  very  traumatic  car 
accident  in  1988.  When  I  was  brought  into 
the  hospital,  it  turned  out  the  firemen  who’d 
taken  me  out  of  my  car  had  not  used  gloves 
and  apparently  panicked  when  they  saw  that 
I  had  an  AIDS  bumpersticker  on  my  car. 
They  called  the  nurses  in  the  emergency 
room  and  they  came  over — I  was  on  my  back 
in  the  emergency  room — and  they  asked  me 
if  I  had  any  “communicable  diseases.” 
[Laughter]  Now,  here  I  am  in  shock,  and  all  I 
could  think  of  was,  “Who  in  their  right  mind 
would  answer  ‘yes’  from  such  a 
perspective?!” 

Joan:  Yes,  I  have  ...  TB! 

Marea:  I  didn’t  think  AIDS  was  really 
considered  a  communicable  disease,  so  even 
if  I  was  positive  or  whatever — it’s  amazing 
what  you  think  about  in  those  circumstances 
— anyway,  I  immediately  said  no.  And  then 
they  started  asking  me  questions  about  if  I 
had  ever  shot  drugs  and  when  I  said  no  they 
asked,  “Not  even  I.V.  cocaine?”  I  thought 


that  was  a  great  question.  Again  I  said  no. 
But  that  was  about  the  extent  of  it;  they  just 
asked  me  questions  and  never  referred  by 
name  to  HIV  or  AIDS  or  any  other  disease. 

Of  course,  in  the  emergency  room  they 
used  gloves  and  in  the  rest  of  the  hospital 
they  used  gloves  just  as  a  matter  of  routine 
precautions.  It  brought  home  to  me  again  just 
how  close  all  of  this  is  and  how  much 
misinformation  there  is  out  there.  For  all  I 
knew,  they  may  have  tested  me  there;  I've 
seen  addicts  who  were  tested  without 
informed  consent  in  hospitals.  I’ve  seen 
references  in  their  charts,  and  here  I  was, 
vulnerable  and ...  suspect. 

And  the  firemen  were  in  a  small  town  in 
Connecticut,  but  for  chrissakes,  it  was  1988! 
I  had  almost  been  killed  and  here  I  had  to 
deal  with  AIDSphobia. 

Joan:  Had  they  been  exposed  to  your 
blood?  Were  you  bleeding  when  they  pulled 
you  out  of  the  car? 

Marea:  Yeah.  Very  little  really,  but  I  was. 
And  it  just  occurred  to  me  that  they  freaked 
out  when  they  saw  the  sticker. 

Joan:  They  wouldn’t  have  thought  about  it 
otherwise. 

Marea:  I  don’t  think  so,  no.  I  was  a 
woman. 

Joan:  You  were?!  [Laughter] 

Marea:  Yeah,  still!  Here  I  was,  this  white 
woman,  a  social  worker  from  Massachusetts, 
on  my  way  to  a  wedding,  no  less.  I  don’t 
think  it  would  have  crossed  their  minds. 
Then  the  only  questions  I  was  asked  were 
about  drug  use,  not  about  my  sexuality  or 
blood  transfusions  before  1985  or  any  of 
that.  Of  course,  they’re  not  going  to  do  a 
really  heavy  intake  interview  what  you’re  in 
the  E.R.,  in  shock  and  writhing  in  pain,  but  it 
just  really  ...  it’s  still  with  me. 

So  I  had  that  trauma,  I  had  also  lost  my 
job  suddenly  and  then  I  got  the  news  from 
my  ex.  That  was  all  as  a  backdrop  to  the 
nightmares  and  flashbacks  that  were 
connected  to  all  my  years  in  AIDS  work 
including  before  the  test  was  even  available. 
When  I  started,  people  were  just  getting 
horribly  sick  and  dying  just  like  that,  with  no 
warning.  In  the  complete  context,  I  felt  I 
really  wanted  to  know  where  I  stood. 

Joan:  Did  you  talk  to  people  while  you 
were  making  die  decision  about  testing? 

Marea:  Yes,  mostly  people  who  were  in 
the  field.  I  told  some  people,  but  otherwise  I 
kept  it  a  secret,  partially  because  I  didn’t 
want  to  talk  about  it  that  much.  People 
always  seemed  to  want  to  know  why  I 
wanted  to  get  tested.  I’m  not  sure  most  gay 
men  are  asked  why.  I  thought  of  it  as  a 
private  matter.  Some  friends  were  upset  or 
terrified  or  wanted  me  to  call  them  right  after 
I  got  my  results.  You  know,  I  wanted  to  call  a 
couple  of  people,  but  I  didn’t  want  to  have  to 
do  a  phone  tree,  thank  you  very  much! 

It  did  give  me  an  opening  to  talk  to  people 
I  had  thought  were  well-informed  about 
what  testing  meant  and  why  people 
considered  getting  tested.  But  some  of  my 
lesbian  friends  especially  were  incredibly  ill- 
informed.  So  I  did  my,  “There  is  no  such 
thing  as  an  AIDS  test,”  and  “There  are 
treatments  available”  raps.  It  was  a  bit 
surreal  and  discouraging,  but  on  the  other 
hand  my  decision  and  willingness  to  discuss 
some  of  it  really  opened  the  door  to  dialogue 
and  educate  people  in  my  life. 

It  was  a  very  scary  time  for  me.  Certainly, 
I  now  have  a  lot  more  empathy  for  my 
clients  or  other  people  in  my  life  who’ve 
tested  or  are  thinking  about  it.  But  I  certainly 
have  no  regrets  about  being  tested,  and  I 
tested  negative.  This  past  year,  I  was 
applying  for  disability  coverage  (because 
I’m  self-employed)  and  I  was  expected  to 
consent  to  blood  and  urine  testing  in  order  to 
be  eligible  for  a  certain  level  of  coverage  if  I 
become  disabled,  like  if  I  had  an  accident 
like  the  one  I’d  been  in. 

I  was  glad  I  had  already  tested 
anonymously,  because  I  would  have  had  to 
put  off  the  application  process  in  order  to  do 
so.  As  I  read  through  the  five-page  release 
form — which  by  law  includes  information 
about  the  availability  of  anonymous  HIV 
testing  in  this  state — there  I  was  once  again 
watching  those  vials  of  blood  being  drawn. 
My  anxiety  was  much  less  visceral  than  it 
had  been,  and  the  risk  implicit  in  this  test 
was  that  much  less. 

I  need  to  say  too,  that  for  all  the 
intellectual  preparation  and  so  forth.  I’m  not 
sure  how  I’d  feel  if  I  had,  in  fact,  tested 
positive.  I’d  decided  that  I  felt  the  first  result 
was  “good  enough” — and  that  was  over  a 
year  ago — so  I  had  not  gone  back  to  get 
tested  again. 

Had  I  been  positive  I  would  not  have  been 
eligible  for  disability  or  life  insurance  and  I 
did  have  health  insurance  through  both 


testing  periods.  It’s  always  alarming  to  me 
that  some  people  I've  known  have  gone 
through  testing  via  their  doctor’s  office  and 
consented  to  billing  by  insurance  for  it 
without  concern  about  the  lack  of 
confidentiality.  There  was  no  way  in  hell  I’d 
have  been  tested  anywhere  else  but  in  an 
anonymous,  confidential  setting  with 
counseling.  We’re  lucky  in  Massachusetts 
because  that  is  available  and  continues  to  be 
funded. 

Joan:  Do  you  want  to  talk  about  the  actual 
testing  and  anything  that  came  up  with  the 
counselor  about  you  being  a  dyke? 

Marea:  Yes,  I  think  we  saw  the  same 
person. 

Joan:  Yes. 

Marea:  It  was  really  weird  to  walk  into  an 
anonymous  test  site  (ATS).  I  know  a  lot  of 
people  who  work  in  the  field  and  this  wasn’t 
the  sort  of  invisible  conversation  with  the  guy 
on  the  phone  who  I  made  an  appointment 
through.  I  had  to  wait  because  I  wanted  to  see 
a  particular  counselor  at  the  place  where  I  felt 
I  wasn’t  likely  to  run  into  people  I  knew.  But 
I  did,  actually.  I’ve  gone  with  gay  male 
friends  before  to  that  site,  so  seeing  that  man 
was  kind  of  a  nice  reminder  of  solidarity. 

Joan:  What  happened  when  you  went  in 
for  the  counseling? 

Marea:  There  was  someone  who  was 
training  to  be  a  counselor  who  my  counselor 
wanted  to  sit  in  with  us.  I  went  ahead  and 
said  yes,  though  in  retrospect,  it  was  perhaps 
more  stressful.  There  were  two  men  and  me 
in  this  room  and  clearly,  as  a  dyke,  I  wasn’t 
the  sort  of  representative  testing  client  I’m 
realizing  I  haven’t  really  talked  about  this  in 
detail.  I  felt  like  I  was  fairly  numb  through 
the  whole  thing. 

I  had  to  fill  out  a  form  or  something.  When 
I  called  for  the  appointment,  I  had  to  answer 
some  questions  about  risk  factors  and  the 
man  made  no  comment  at  all  about  what  I 
said.  I  was  assigned  a  number  and  the 
counselor  asked  a  few  questions  but  perhaps  I 
stopped  him.  I  just  said,  “I’ve  thought  about 
this  a  lot  and  these  are  the  reasons  I  want  to 
get  tested,”  and,  “Yes,  I’ve  thought  about 
what  steps  I’d  need  to  take  if  I  am  in  fact 
positive,  and  I’m  in  the  field....” 

He  seemed  a  little  surprised  at  the  story 
and  then  he  said  something  to  the  effect  of, 
“Oh,  you  shared  toys.”  I  said  no  and  he  didn’t 
pursue  it.  He  didn’t  ask  any  questions  about 
sexual  behaviors  with  women.  I  also  said  I 
had  some  risky  sex  with  men  in  the  early- 
’80s  but  that  I  wasn’t  really  as  concerned 
about  that  potential  [exposure].  Maybe 
because  I  was  so  sure  that  I  wanted  to  be 
tested,  I  didn’t  feel  like  there  was  a  lot  of 
counseling  that  went  on  that  first  time. 

When  the  blood  was  taken  I  got  pretty 
nervous  (because  I  don’t  like  having  my 
blood  taken),  but  also  because  I  sat  there  and 
thought  about  it  again.  I’ve  been  with  a 
number  of  people  as  they  received  their 
results,  and  this  was  like,  “Okay,  it’s  me  this 
time.” 

So  then  I  left.  I  continued  to  have 
nightmares  for  the  two  weeks  I  had  to  wait 
for  the  results.  It  seemed  like  a  lot  of  my 
clients  were  talking  about  HIV  testing  during 
the  two  weeks  [laughter]  and  I  had  a  good 
amount  of  fear.  I  think  testing  when  you’ve 
been  doing  the  work  for  awhile  —  and  you’re 
still  doing  it  —  it  doesn’t  necessarily  help  to 
know  as  much  as  we  know  even  though  it’s 
not  a  lot  that  we  know. 

I  had  all  kinds  of  scenarios  in  my  head.  I 
had  my  list  of  things  I  knew  were  standard 
like  what  I’d  do  if.  Two  weeks  later  I  went 
back  for  my  results  and  I  took  my  lover  with 
me.  I  had  a  couple  of  people  I  was  going  to 
call — including  you — as  soon  as  it  was  over. 

My  lover  had  been  very  supportive,  though 
when  I  asked  her  about  this,  she  recalls  we 
didn’t  talk  about  it  over  the  waiting  period. 
That  day  she  was  very  nervous  in  the  waiting 
room.  I  decided  I  wanted  to  go  in  by  myself. 
This  time  it  was  a  woman  counselor  in 
training  who  he  wanted  to  have  sit  in.  Again  I 
said  yes. 

I  was  the  first  woman  I  think  she’d  been 
sitting  in  with  or  maybe  at  least  the  first 
lesbian.  She  seemed  pretty  on  edge  as  well. 
She  seemed  a  little  shocked  when  she  heard 
why  I  decided  to  test. 

I  decided  I  wanted  to  know  right  away  and 
then  deal  with  the  counseling  part  because 
the  anxiety  had  been  very  hard  to  handle.  So 
he  showed  me  that  I  was  negative  and  I  just 
had  this  great  feeling  of  relief  and  numbness 
at  the  same  time.  I  don’t  think  I  heard  much 
of  the  rest  of  what  he  said.  We  talked  briefly 
and  that  was  that 

Then  I  remember  I  went  out  and  I  smiled 
at  my  lover  and  we  hugged  in  the  waiting 
room  with  Joni  Mitchell  on  the  Muzak 
[laughter].  We  went  out  and  got  lunch  and 
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she  had  to  go  back  to  work. 

Later,  I  sat  out  on  the  roof  marvelling, 
marvelling  at  how  wonderful  life  was  and 
that  I  was  lucky  enough  to  be  negative.  It 
was  a  gorgeous  day  and  I  was  really  happy  to 
be  alive.  It  was  similar  to  the  after-period  of 
my  car  accident,  but  much,  much  more 
charged  because  ...  well,  I’m  not  sure.  Maybe 
because  AIDS  has  been  so  much  a  part  of  my 
life  over  the  past  few  years,  and  so  many 
people  are  gone  from  my  life. 

Joan:  You  know,  when  you  said  that  about 
the  wonder  of  life  and  being  negative,  I  felt 
myself  sort  of  cringe  inside.  Because,  yes, 
but  what  about  all  the  people,  the  gay  men  or 
the  women  who  are  positive  or  very  sick?  It 
is  hard  to  feel  the  happiness  carry  over 
without  some  guilt ...  or  mixed  feelings. 

Marea:  Yes,  it  is. 

Joan:  Are  you  “out”  about  having  tested 
with  your  clients? 

Marea:  No.  I’ve  had  occasion  when  I  felt 
the  knowledge  might  be  helpful  to  them,  but 
I  don’t  volunteer  the  information.  We  discuss 
the  underlying  questions  more,  particularly 
my  male  clients  or  people  with  HIV  I  see. 
They  might  wonder  if  I,  as  a  therapist/ 
woman/lesbian  relate  to  their  anxiety  about 
this. 

What  was  your  testing  experience  like? 

Joan:  Mine  was  similar  in  some  ways.  I 
didn’t  really  talk  to  people  about  my  decision 
to  test  There  wasn’t  a  whole  lot  of  process  to 
it  I  just  kind  of  knew  I  needed  to  after  that 
testing  experience  with  my  friend.  I  talked  to 
my  lover  about  it  because,  obviously,  it  had  a 
lot  of  impact  on  her.  I  was  willing  to  be 
flexible  about  the  timing.  If  it  wasn’t  a  good 
time  for  her  to  be  going  through  it  with  me,  I 
would  have  delayed  it. 

But  I  felt  like  I  was  in  a  good  position  to 
deal  with  the  answers.  At  the  time  I  thought  I 
had  a  secure  job  [laughter).  I  had  health 
insurance,  I  knew  a  lot  of  people  to  get 
support  from  and  so  on. 

I  went  in  on  my  own  for  the  test.  I  went 
from  work  but  I  was  not  going  back,  and  that 
worked  out  well.  I  told  a  couple  of  friends 
that  I  was  going,  but  that  was  it. 

I  didn’t  have  a  lot  of  pre-test  counseling. 
When  I  called  for  the  appointment,  I  had 
decided  to  do  it.  We  talked  about  the  usual 
risk  things,  but  because  we  knew  each  other, 
he  caught  himself  making  assumptions. 

Marea:  Like  what? 

Joan:  Assuming  there  was  no  I.V.  drug 
use.  He  said  something  like,  “You  have  no 
I.V.  drug  use  history,  do  you?”  It  really 
prejudiced  the  question.  That  objectivity  was 
lost  because  we  knew  each  other  and  we  had 
already  discussed  what  we  thought  my  risk 
behaviors  were.  Another  person,  a  nurse, 
then  came  in  and  drew  the  blood.  I  left 
feeling  fine. 

However,  the  next  couple  of  weeks  were 
pure  hell.  I  had  expected  to  wait  three  weeks 
because  my  lover  and  I  were  going  away  for 
my  birthday  weekend. 

Marea:  Nice  timing. 

Joan:  Yeah,  I  thought  it  would  work  out 
perfectly.  I’d  get  my  results  and  we’d  have 
the  weekend  away  to  deal  with  whatever  it 
was.  But  in  reality,  I  couldn’t  wait  out  the 
three  weeks,  so  I  ended  up  going  back  after 
two  weeks.  I  had  nightmares  the  whole  time. 
I  was  very  anxious.  I  was  on  edge.  I  was  a 
wreck;  I  was  a  bitch.  It  was  a  horrendous 
time. 

Marea:  Did  it  have  anything  to  do  with 
your  knowledge  of  HIV? 


having  nightmares  that  I  was  positive  and 
trying  not  to  tell  her. 

I  really  wait  through  a  list  of  this  one  and 
that  one  and  how  would  they  respond  and  I 
ended  up  telling  a  few  people  while  I  was 
waiting  because  I  was  obviously  not  myself.  I 
needed  to  give  people  some  kind  of 
explanation. 

People’s  reactions  really  surprised  me 
because  it  was  very  minimized  by  a  lot  of 
people.  That,  “Oh  well,”  with  a  kind  of  pat  on 
the  head.  “You'll  feel  better  because  you’re 
going  to  be  negative.” 

Marea:  Oh  yeah,  I  got  that  too.  “You’re 
going  to  be  negative;  what  are  you  worried 
about?"  I  mean,  what  the  hell  do  they  know? 

Joan:  It  was  meant  to  be  reassuring,  but  it 
didn’t  feel  reassuring.  It  felt  really 
minimizing.  Silly  me,  I  was  having  these 
nightmares  and  it  was  all  for  nothing.  Wasn’t 
I  being  ridiculous? 

Marea:  Very  sexist. 

Joan:  Yeah,  and  it  also  had  to  do  with 
being  a  lesbian,  too,  not  just  being  a  woman. 
“You  don’t  even  fuck  men,  so  what  are  you 
worried  about?”  Actually,  some  of  the  gay 
men  who  knew  I  was  testing  were  very 
minimizing.  I  expected  a  little  more 
understanding  from  them,  because  they’d 
been  through  testing. 

There  were  a  couple  who  were  extremely 
supportive,  because  they  knew  what  it  was 
like.  But  one  man  who  is  in  the  field  said  to 
me,  “Think  of  what  your  anxiety  level  is  like 
and  how  much  worse  it  would  be  if  you  were 
a  gay  man.”  I  stopped  him  and  I  said,  “No,  I 
really  disagree  with  that.  I  don’t  think  it 
would  be  worse.  I  think  it  would  be 
different.”  Gay  men  get  lots  of  support  in 
their  community  for  testing,  and  for  the 
anxiety  of  testing.  Everyone  can  relate  to  it. 
Everyone  knows  about  the  anxiety  of  it  and 
what  your  risks  are  on  some  level.  I  felt  very 
alone  with  it. 

Marea:  I  experienced  that  too,  though  I 
was  too  overwhelmed  with  fear  to  realize  it  at 
the  time.  It  was  often,  “Why  are  you  getting 
tested?”  in  this  accusatory  tone. 

Joan:  Or,  “You  silly  girl,  you’re  wonrying.” 

Marea:  And  unasked  stuff,  like,  “What  is  it 
you  did,  anyway?  Why  are  you  so  anxious?” 
And  there  was  the  enraging  implied  stuff:  the 
bit  that  I  was  overidentifying  and  “maybe 
you’re  finally  losing  it,  maybe  you  should  do 
some  other  work?”  It  really  didn’t  hit  me 
until  lata  because  I  had  so  much  to  deal  with 
at  the  time. 

Joan:  I  was  enraged  later  because  I  really 
expected  to  hear  from  people  who  knew  I  was 
going  to  get  my  results,  and  I  didn’t.  Some 
people  have  never  asked  me  my  results  and 
now  I  feel  infuriated.  They  were  so  sure  I  was 
negative  it  wasn’t  even  worth  asking  about. 

Marea:  Yes,  I  had  that  Some  people  asked 
me  way  after  in  a  sort  of  “By  the  way, 
whatever  happened  with  that?”  attitude.  I  was 
hurt  that  they  didn’t  care  enough  to  ask,  or 
they  were  so  smug  in  their  assumptions  that 
lesbians  don’t  “get  that.”  Plus,  it  felt  that 
there  were  all  these  people  I  was  expected  to 
call  or  volunteer  the  information  to.  If  I  had  it 
to  do  all  over  again,  I  would  really  not  tell 
some  of  the  people  I  told. 

Joan:  Afterwards,  when  I  was  explaining 
to  some  people  what  I’d  been  going  through 
for  those  few  weeks,  some  reacted  by  saying, 
“Oh,  is  that  all?  What  were  you  so  upset 
about?  Why  did  you  even  bother?”  Maybe 
my  risk  was  low,  but  as  I  was  saying  before, 
low  is  as  high  as  high  if  you  have  any  risk  at 
all. 

Marea:  Yes,  all  the  boundaries  are  gone. 


SUBSCRIBE 


Joan:  Maybe.  A  lot  of  people  in  my  life  at 
the  time  were  very  sick  and  going  through 
horrible  times.  The  lover  of  that  friend  who 
had  just  tested  positive  had  developed  AIDS, 
so  they  were  both  dealing  with  it.  I  had 
another  friend  who  was  very  sick  and  I  was 
involved  in  his  care.  I  was  surrounded  with 
it,  plus  working  in  the  field. 

When  we  would  get  someone  new  at  work 
who  had  just  tested  positive,  I  felt  really 
freaked  out  by  it.  I  didn’t  want  to  be  around 
it  I  kept  hearing  stories  about  lesbian  nurses 
who  had  needle  sticks  and  who  turned  out 
positive.  It  just  seemed  to  be  everywhere  I 
was.  Plus,  my  mother  was  coming  to  visit  the 
next  week  [laughter],  and  really,  if  1  was 
positive  I  didn’t  want  to  tell  my  mother.  But  I 
wasn’t  going  to  not  tell  my  mother  and  I  kept 


In  Part  II  of  this  conversation,  Marea 
Murray  and  Joan  Sully  discuss  the  most 
recent  wave  of  AIDS  hysteria  and  its  chilling 
effect  on  health  care  providers.  They  also 
discuss  reasons  why  other  lesbians  or 
bisexual  women  may  choose  to  get  tested. 
Coming  to  GCN,  in  two  weeks.  □ 

©  1991  Marc*  Murray  and  Joan  Sully 
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COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS  COUNSEL1NO 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Erigsriy  Road 
Boston,  MA  0211 5 
(617)267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FEWWAY  COMUUMTY 
HEALTH  CEMTER 
7  Haviland  SL 
Boston,  M  A  02115 
(617)267-0900x413 

ANSWERING 

SERVICE 

AMVOX  By  Vole*  Tel 
PHONE  ANSWERING 
A  MESSAGING 
Discreet.  Password  protected 
National  networtc. 
(617)446-7700 

ARCHITECTS 

MULUKEN  ARCHITECTS  NC. 
161  Mass.  Ave..  Suite  312 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeffrey  Muliiken.  AIA 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  Insurance 
recommended  repair  ahop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBODY 
guarantees  all  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9836,  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge.  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T,  W,  F,  Sal:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repaint  -Pans  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  8oylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN  S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
376  Harvard  SL 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Sen/ice 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windowsl 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambridge/Somerville 
References  available 
(617)623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 
General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs,  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Malison.  LCSW 
Jayna  K lacker,  LCSW 
(508)475-6950 
BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENMS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

BELLVILLE  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square  and 
Sloneham,  MA 
(617)  438-8155 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Individual,  oouples.  and  group 
counseling  for  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  7  Haviland  St. 
Boston.  M  A  02115 
(617)  267-0900  x302 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Roddsn, 
MDiv  -  547-5338.  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341, 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Ros  Johnson,  LICSW 
(401)  727-4749 
Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 

JACOUEUNE 
HANNIGAN,  UCSW 
HIV+?  Depressed?  Let's  talk. 
Supportive  Gay  and  Lesbian 
therapy.  (508)  922-6613 
Sliding  scale/  Insurance 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge.  M  A  021 39 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men.  Individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  778-9232 

DR.  LAURIE  LIVINGSTON 
Licensed  psychologist 
Anxiety,  Phobia.  Stress 
1131  Beacon  St.  Suite  1 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-5779 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

MRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

TAPESTRY,  INC 
20  Sacremento  St. 

CAmbrldge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indlv.  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/8righton  484-1553 

WOMEN'S  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  M  A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  Si.  4th  floor 
Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  A 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
10O-mils  radius  of  Boston. 
24-hr.  service 1-600-363-2978 
MA  k*  A 7299  •  NH  lie*  3697 
ME  tc*3269  D/tVA  P.Waiach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)926-4289 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 
(617)353-1925 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  106 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-FrL 
9-9  Wak-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Primary  health  care, 
counseling,  HIV  care,  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)2666122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eve6.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)4367588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  tor  the  gay  6 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture.  Chiropractic, 
Massage.  Polarity 

7  Haviland  St.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-0900  x269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 

Congress  St„  PO  Box  1762 
Boslon,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  M A  01 840 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-film/ 
comrrf  Is  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)  863-8448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 


Marketplace  5th  FI  Lofl 
Boston,  MA  (617)367-0414 

LEWI  NGER,  MASON  t 
DUFFY,  P.C. 

Hlngham.  Mi  (61 7)  740-1001 
(506)224-6060 
Serving  Boston,  South  Shore 
to  Prwincetown 

LIMOUSINE 

SERVICE 

OUAUTY  UMOUSINE 
Boston's  only  all-gay 
Imousine  service.  Serving  the 
gay  &  lesbian  community  In 
greater  Boston.  (617)  361-1546 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
business  and  the  professions 
‘Boston  s  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce"  24-hour  hotline 
(617)4467872 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 

Full  Sendee  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  M  A  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston  ,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-4600 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

SALEM:  Renovated,  specious 

Victorian  1/2  house  &  attic. 

3+  Brs,  slate  roof,  fp,  near 
college.  130‘s,  call.  Info 
(508)  745-6867 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  11  KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  9262536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaG  range  St. 

In  Downtown  Boston 
(617)3367037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA02130 
(617)963-9630 
TTY-TTD  9629 
M-S  167,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/  AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 
Certlflad  Public  Accountant 
888  Washington  St. 

Dedham,  MA  02026 
(617)461-0096 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  bahs.  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast.  Cottages,  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  wak  to  shop* 
(508)487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.4,  PM-2 
AM,  F  4  PM-2  AM,  Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM,  Sun.  9  PM-1  AM 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098S 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


Continued  from  page  7 


Rev.  Graylan  Ellis-Hagler 


Ellis-Hagler  denounced  Flynn’s  plan  for  a 
three-member  commission,  appointed  by  the 
mayor,  to  investigate  cases  against 
employees  from  any  city  department,  saying 
it  will  fail  to  restore  the  public’s  faith  in  the 
police  department.  The  department’s  Internal 
Affairs  Division,  which  investigates  cases 
against  police  officers,  came  under  fire  most 
recently  when  it  was  discovered  that  a  police 
officer  who  shot  an  unarmed  African 
American  youth  in  July  had  been  cleared  by 
the  department  in  a  previous  shooting. 

A  statement  by  the  Alliance  indicated  that 
while  the  organization  believes  a  civilian 
review  board  is  essential,  members  “were 
encouraged”  by  Flynn’s  proposed  reforms  to 
Internal  Affairs,  as  they  were  by  promises  to 
limit  the  confiscation  of  condoms  from 
young  men  suspected  of  street  hustling. 
Activists  have  called  for  an  end  to  such 
confiscations  as  they  discourage  safe-sex 
practices. 

Pat  Cusick  of  the  Southend  Neighborhood 
Action  Program,  one  of  the  major 
community  organizing  groups  in  Boston, 
declined  to  address  the  current  mayoral  race 
but  said  he  thinks  Boston  may  see  a  mayor 
who  is  a  person  of  color  in  the  next  decade. 
“We’re  on  the  verge  of  change  in  Boston, 
demographically,”  he  said,  noting  that  the 
1990  census  results  will  show  that  between 
40  and  50  percent  of  Boston  residents  are 
people  of  color. 

Cusick  said,  however,  “the  political 
change  will  lag  behind”  the  actual 
demographic  figures  because  of  the  many 
people  feel  disenfranchised  and  do  not 
register  to  vote.  “That  consciousness  has  to 
change,”  he  concluded,  “Right  now  we  have 
a  city  ruled  by  very  few  people.”  □ 


Philly 

Continued  from  page  1 


Philly  activists  demonstrate,  Sept.  12 


At  a  Sept.  13  press  conference  held  in 
response  to  accusations  of  police  misconduct 
at  the  rally.  Police  Commissioner  Willie 
Williams  said  protesters  may  have  started  the 
violence  by  throwing  bottles  at  the  police. 
“Two  bottles  came  from  the  rear”  of  the 
crowd  of  demonstrators,  he  claimed. 

But  Tucker  said  nothing  was  thrown.  “The 
last  thing  we  were  going  to  do  was  to  get 
into  that  kind  of  a  situation  with  weapons,” 
he  said,  noting  the  presence  of  Bush’s  secret 
service  at  the  event 

Other  protesters  and  eyewitnesses  said 
they  did  not  see  anything  thrown,  which  was 
verified  by  the  local  TV  news  footage.  “I  did 
not  see  any  bottles  or  rocks  thrown  at 
police,”  said  Anna  Forbes,  spokesperson  for 
the  Philadelphia  AIDS  Activities 
Coordinating  Office  and  one  of  the  protesters 
arrested. 

Peg  Conway,  the  executive  director  of  the 
Mayor’s  Commission  on  Sexual  Minorities, 
said,  “I  didn’t  personally  see  any  bottles 
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being  thrown.”  She  said,  however,  that  she 
was  physically  harassed  at  the  scene  when 
she  tried  to  get  to  a  protester  who  was  on  the 
ground  in  a  puddle  of  blood. 

When  the  police  arrested  the  injured 
protester  and  put  him  into  a  police  van, 
Conway  said,  she  approached  a  police 
officer  and  identified  herself  as  a  mayor’s 
representative.  The  officer  pushed  her  away, 
she  said,  and  knocked  her  to  the  ground  four 
times.  She  said  she  was  unable  to  identify 
the  officer  because  he  covered  his  badge  and 
refused  to  identify  himself. 

“What  sense  is  it  to  have  a  liaison  from 
the  mayor’s  office  if  the  liaison  is  treated  like 
this?”  asked  Conway,  who  was  attending  the 
demonstration  as  a  legal  observer.  “It  was 
excessive  force,"  she  said.  “There  was  no 
need.  They  showed  total  reckless  disregard 
for  me.  And  why?  Because  I’m  a  queer  from 
the  mayor’s  office." 

There  have  been  additional  allegations 
that  police  overreacted  to  the  situation.  A 
WPVI-TV  cameraperson  was  knocked  to  the 
ground  and  a  news  camera  was  smashed. 
“Police  chased  members  of  the  media  and 
threw  cameras  to  the  ground,"  Tucker  said. 

A  spokesperson  for  WPVI  said  the  station 
will  file  a  formal  complaint  with  the  police 
to  register  their  “disgust  over  the  incident” 
Dave  Davis,  executive  news  director  of 
WPVI,  said,  “Sometimes  we  are  in  places 
the  police  don’t  want  us  to  be.. .Normally 
[the  police]  register  their  complaints  in  other 
ways.” 

“I  think  it  is  outrageous,"  said  Helen 
Kolenda,  an  ACT  UP  member.  “They  have 
to  pay  for  this.  We  were  protesting  within 
our  bounds  as  protected  by  the  first 
amendment." 

“In  true  classic  fashion,”  Tucker  noted, 
“the  people  who  were  the  most  injured  got 
the  most  serious  charges  against  them.”  Paul 
Acure,  Coleman  Terrell  and  Stephen  Pitts 
were  arrested  and  charged  with  aggravated 
assault,  simple  assault,  reckless 
endangerment  of  another  person,  riot,  failure 
to  disperse,  disorderly  conduct,  risking 
catastrophe,  obstructing  a  highway  and 
resisting  arrest.  In  addition,  Terrell  was 
charged  with  escape  and  hindering 
apprehension.  All  three  were  taken  to  a 
hospital  for  treatment  then  returned  to  police 
custody  and  held  overnight  on  $3,500  bail 
and  released  late  Sept  13. 

Jules  Epstein,  an  attorney  representing 
Terrell  and  Pitts,  said  he  arrived  at  the  jail 
early  on  Sept.  13  to  find  both  Terrell  and 
Coleman  badly  injured  from  the  beatings.  In 
addition,  Acure  sustained  a  head  injury 
requiring  several  stitches.  If  convicted  on  all 
counts  and  given  the  maximum  sentences 
they  could  face  well  over  twenty  years  in  jail 
plus  fines. 

Five  other  protesters  were  arrested  and 
charged  with  disorderly  conduct.  Tucker, 
Forbes,  David  Fair,  William  Lee  Master  and 
Laura  Turiano  were  issued  citations  and 
released. 

“There  is  no  excuse  for  beating  people 
up,”  Forbes  said.  “There  will  be  a  lot  more 
civil  disobedience  that  ACT  UP  has  to  do 
and  if  ACT  UP  and  police  are  polarized,  it 
will  make  our  work  even  more  difficult.” 

Following  community  pressure,  Williams 
announced  Sept.  18  that  the  police  would 
establish  its  first  independent  commission  to 
investigate  the  events  at  the  demonstration. 
Noting  that  two  of  the  six  members  of  the 
commission  are  from  the  police  department, 
former  Philadelphia  Gay  News  editor 
Tommi  Avicolli  questioned  how  independent 
the  commission  would  be.  However,  Larry 
Gross,  co-chair  of  the  Philadelphia  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Task  Force  and  Tucker’s  lover,  will 
sit  on  the  review  panel. 

Epstein  said  he  hopes  the  investigation 
will  cause  the  police  to  release  their  own 
video  tape  of  the  violence  at  the 
demonstration.  “It’s  our  belief  that  even 
through  the  selective  lens  of  the  police 
photographer  they  can’t  make  it  look  like 
[the  demonstrators]  did  things  they  didn’t 
do,”  he  said. 

Protesters  are  also  pressing  a  civil  suit 
against  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  police 
department  and  unnamed  police  officers. 
Steffan  Presser  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  who  is  representing  the 
demonstrators,  said  they  will  assert  that 
“police  engaged  in  a  riot — assaulting, 
injuring,  and  falsely  charging  members  of 
ACT  UP  and  therefore  violating  their 
rights.” 

Williams  also  called  for  a  meeting 
between  police  and  members  of  ACT  UP.  “If 
we  need  to  have  more  sensitivity  training  in 
the  department,  it  will  come  out  in  this 
investigation,”  said  Williams.  “We’ve  had  it 
[sensitivity  training]  for  ten  years.” 

“A  lot  of  good  that  has  done,”  said  Tucker. 
“What  does  sensitivity  training  mean?  Does 
it  mean  that  they  beat  us  up  but  don’t  call  us 
faggots?  Any  sensitivity  training  they  have 
gotten  in  the  past  ain’t  worth  much.”  □ 

A1  Patrick  is  a  reporter  for  Philadelphia  Gay 
News. 
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Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  RO.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue 
in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure 
you  have  the  correct  box  number! 


ALTERNATIVE 

LIFESTYLES 

1-900-740-6600 
Private  mailboxes  $1.39 


PHUCK  MY  PHACE 

Total  oral  slut  GM  looking  phor  lunchtime 
adventures  in  Boston's  South  End/Back 
Bay/Downtown.  Photos/phones  answered  phirst. 
GCN  Box  800 


Gay  man — kind,  honest,  witty,  out — looking  for 
same  for  monogamous  relationship.  I'm  31  and 
spend  lots  of  time  swimming,  reading,  writing, 
going  to  museums,  listening  to  music — especially 
Beethoven,  Bartdk,  Coltraine  and  contemporary 
experimentalists.  I'm  a  vegetarian,  my  politics  to 
the  left,  and  I'm  active  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  To  me,  the  only  important  part  of 
your  ethnicity  and  religion  is  that  you're  proud  of 
them.  Idiosyncrasies  are  highly  encouraged.  Your 
response  will  surely  beget  mine.  GCN  Box  901 . 

I'm  Latino,  I’m  seeking  a  Latino  like  me.  I'm  a 
shapely,  slender  bottom.  If  you  are  a  good  top, 
friendly,  write  to:  George  R.  Rangelee,  1308 
N.Ogden  Drive,  W.  Hollywood,  CA  90046.  A 
plus  if  you  speak  both  languages.  Send  picture.  (9) 

GBM  30  seeks  straight-acting  GM  18-35  for 
friendship  or  relationship.  Race  no  problem. 
GCN  Box  903.  (11) 

L/COUPLE  39+ 

living  on  the  North  Shore  would  like  to  meet  new 
friends  for  light  and  easy  socializing,  informal  get 
togethers,  pot  luck  dinners,  etc.  Also  interested  in 
learning  about  any  local  area  social  groups.  No 
causes,  no  drugs,  just  discrete,  down  to  earth, 
easy  going  people  with  a  sense  of  humor.  We 
would  like  to  meet  the  same.  GCN  Box  968  (12) 


Midwest  GWF  seeks  Pen  Pals,  New  England  area 
for  friendship,  possible  visits.  All  replies 
answered.  Let's  be  friends.  GCN  Box  190  (15) 

W/M  34  Brown  hair,  eyes,  6'  4"  185  lbs,  witty, 
clean,  funloving.  Seeks  correspondence  for 
friendship  and  companion  to  fight  loneliness  of 
prison.  If  you  are  willing  to  try  a  longshot,  you'll 
never  find  a  more  true  friend.  No  games,  empty 
promises.  Just  me.  Jeff  McGann,  052263/1370, 
33123  Oil  Well  Rd.,  Charlotte  Correctional 
Institution,  Punta  Gorda  Florida  33955.  (11) 

NEW  GIRL  IN  TOWN 

Even  though  I've  been  in  Boston  a  year,  I  still  feel 
like  I'm  new  in  town.  Body  builder  type  who 
sometimes  wishes  she  had  no  politics  but  can't 
help  being  socially  aware  seeks  cute  leatherdyke 
who  knows  who  she  is,  what  she  wants  and  is 
able  to  play.  GCN  009  (12) 

DOWN-TO-EARTH  MAN  SEEKS  SAME 

Once,  I  was  bored  and  constantly  complained 
about  never  meeting  men.  Now  I  meet  plenty  of 
men,  each  more  screwed  up  and  desperate  than 
the  next.  I  lay  in  bed  at  night  and  pray  for  some 
stable  guy  with  a  sense  of  humor  and  to  come  and 
rescue  me  from  my  interesting  yet  psychotic  love 
life.  GCN  Box  1130.  (11) 


Announcements 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is 
seeking  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month. 
For  more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  625-2121. 


WORLD  SOCIALISM.. .no  wages,  no  profits,  no 
buying  and  selling;  free  access,  sustainable 
abundance.  Want  it?  You  can  here  it  now.  Send 
for  introductory  cassette  tape  and  catalogue. 
World  Socialist  Party  (US),  Tape-GP,  Box  405, 
Boston,  MA  02272.  (11) 


HELP  OVERTURN  THE  GAG  RULE 

send  a  message  to  congress  to  overturn  the  gag 
rule.  Call  1-800-325-6000,  ask  for  Western  Union 
hotline  #9888.  A  letter  will  be  sent  to  targeted 
lawmakers  in  your  name  and  your  phone  number 
will  be  billed  $5.45.  Call  1-800-325-6000  and  ask 
for  Western  Union  Hotline  #9888.  Sponsored  by 
Fund  for  the  Feminist  Majority,  Arlington,  VA. 

A  WEEKEND  WITH  OUR 
BROTHERS 

A  celebration  of  ourselves  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men  in  the  Berkshires.  Fri  p.m.  Oct  4  to  Sun  p.m. 
Oct.  6.  Sliding  scale  $75  to  $150.  Call  Wayne 
522-1341  or  Tom  923-9440  for  info  or  brochure. 
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Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  SI  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


Massage 


MASSAGE 

Great  Massage  Full  Body  Swedish  Massage  For 
the  Relief  of  all  Tensions.  By  Professional 
Gentleman  With  Strong  Caring  Hands.  Beacon 
Hill  “Carlos”  742-241 6  (10) 


Apartments 


Trees,  view,  natural  wood,  sunlight,  1BR 
apartment  in  womens  and  gay  house  in  quiet, 
friendly  neighborhood,  $485  including  all  utilities 
and  offstreet  parking.  436-2583.  (11) 


MEDFORD 

Mod.  1  BR.  Liv/Din  Mod  K  .  Nr  T.  Pkg  and 
more.  Owner  occupied.  Available  1  Md  396-8122 

(12) 


DORCHESTER:  HANCOCK  ST. 

Bright,  clean  2  bedroom,  5  rooms,  rear  porch  on 
busline.  Gas  heat.  $575.  per  month  plus  utilities. 
Available  October  1.  (617)  395-8303.  (10) 


SOMERVILLE  TEALE  SQUARE 

close  to  redline.  Bright  sunny  4  room/2  bedroom 
apt  rear  porch.  Gas  heat  Available  immediately. 
$650  plus  utilities.  (617)  395-8303  (10) 


MEDFORD/SOMERVILLE  UNE 

Winter  Hill/on  busline,  5  just  painted,  sunny, 
clean  rooms,  gas  heat,  porches,  deleaded.  Avail, 
immediately.  $725  plus  utilities.  (617)395-8303 


Help  Wanted 


WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 

change  U.S.  policy  toward  Central  America  The 
Central  America  Solidarity  Association  is  hiring 
phonebankers.  Average  pay  is  $715  hourly. 
Rebecca  or  Pam:  492-8699.  (11) 


Services 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


GCN'S  FAX 

(617)  426-2723 


•  ImxvnxiAL  •  Group  •Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 


Comer  Sq.  Boston,  MA  (617)  206-2240 

Health  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


FOREX- 

ceptional 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 

FOR  THE 
LOWEST 
FARES 
ANYWHERE 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the 
Community  since  1975 


"// 

mmmmmmsm 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 

1-800-339-2006 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Home  Needed 


I  NEED  A  HOME 

Fun,  responsible  lesbian  with  queer  politics 
seeking  an  inexpensive  group  home  with  fun 
young  bi/lesbo  women  or  gay  men.  Prefer  JP. 
Prefer  veggie.  Prefer  grass  and  trees  nearby. 
Please  call  429-8752  day/evening. 
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Roommates 


TRY  GCN’ S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 

All  roommate  and 
housemate  ads  that  are 
prepaid  for  two  weeks 
we  will  run  until  you 
find  a  roommate. 

Ads  are  not  automatically  renewed. 

You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls 
for  renewals  will  be  accepted  on 
Fridays  until  3  pm.  426-4469. 


CHEAP  LIVING  IN  JP! 

Two  charming  lezzics  seek  third  dyke  to  join  our 
sunny,  easygoing,  veggie  household.  Right 
around  the  comer  from  Stonybrook  T,  bicycle 
path.  Looking  for  groovy,  political, 
communicative  type.  $216.66  plus  utilities.  Call 
524-2952. 


SUNNY  INMAN  SQUARE  APT. 

LF  45,  fun-loving  and  responsible,  seeks  similar 
to  share  6-room  apt.  Cooperative,  flexible,  respect 
for  recovery  process,  familiarity  with 
class/race/size  politics.  $400+  gets  2  rooms  plus 
common  space.  Available  now.  776-2793.  (9) 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome  mahogany  furnished 
room  in  large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home. 
Central  air,  washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable, 
deck,  gardens,  and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet, 
security,  spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only 
17  minutes  to  downtown  Boston  from  convenient 
T  stop.  Nonsmoking  male.  $395  including 
utilities.  665-6082  (10) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

2  LFs  seek  3rd.  Beautiful  3  bedroom  apt.  Porch, 
washer  and  dryer,  wood  floors.  5  min  walk  to  T, 
green  line  and  pond.  $350  plus  utilities.  524- 
8672.  (9) 


CAMBRIDGEPORT 

2  LFs  and  one  dog  seek  3rd  LF  for  semi-coop  in 
large  house.  Near  T,  parking,  back  yard.  $286  per 
month  for  bedroom  and  study.  661-6771  eves, 
491-4110  days.  (lOhrsh) 


QUEER  CAMBRIDGEPORT 
COOP 

We're  looking  for  wimmin,  women  or  girlz  for 
mixed  dyke/fag  home.  Our  fabulously  beautiful 
longstanding  co-op  is  conveniently  located  in  a 
safe,  friendly  neighborhood.  Five  minutes  from 
red  line.  864-1466 


EAST  ARLINGTON— WALK  TO  T 

2  lesbians  plus  cat  seek  lesbian  25+  to  share  our 
home.  Good  communication,  sense  of  humor, 
open  to  racial  diversity.  No  smoke,  drugs, 
minimum  alcohol.  Beautiful,  spacious  apartment 
$366+,  643-2426. 


JAMAICA  PLAIN— ROOMMATE 


Looking  for  a  woman  roommate  to  share  spacious 
pondside  two  bedroom  apt.  ofT-street  parking, 
yard,  W/D,  $425+  util,  avail.  Oct  1.  522-4904. 
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1  RMATE  WANTED  FOR  5LF  HOUSE 

Bedroom  plus  1/2  study  beautiful,  big  apartment. 
Near  Pond  plus  T.  Washer,  porches,  11/2  baths; 
10  mo.  sublet  with  possible  longer  option,  begin 
Nov.  1st.  $280+  utilities.  (nrlO) 


SOMERVILLE-OAVIS  SQUARE 

LF,  GM,  and  2  cats  seek  responsible  housemate  to 
share  warm,  independent  house  near  T. 
Progressive  politics,  washer/dryer,  hardwood 
floors.  $350+,  Avail,  now.  628-4165 


LOOKING  FOR  ONE  GOOD  WOM 

3  responsible,  independent  25+  LF  seek  same  to 
share  spacious  house  in  Belmont.  Fireplace, 
porches,  “T"  access,  no  pets/drugs,  beautiful  area. 
Sandy/Sara.  484-8527  Avail  immed.  $288.75+ 
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FUN,  FRIENDLY  APT  IN  J.P. 

1  LF,  1  BiF  seek  1  LF  for  progressive,  semi¬ 
coop,  veggie  apt.  $250+  4  blks  from  T,  3  blks 
from  Centre  St.  Lots  of  commonspace.  yard, 
driveway,  sm.  porch.  We  are  non-smoke,  sober, 
fun.  522-9351  (10) 


WE  MAKE  AND  EAT  ICE  CREAM! 

JP  home  (includes  2  LFs  and  cat)  seeks  1  LF 
(+pets?l).  Near  Arboretum.T;  two  floors,  porches. 
$312.50+,  9/1.  Sara,  524-4025  (10) 


Publications 


Job  Sought 


Vacations 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women’s  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 

40?  OLDER?  LIKE  MEN  WHO  ARE?  Contact 
guys  from  Maine  to  D.C.  For  list,  $100  to 
Northeast  Directory,  Dept  G,  POB  2357, 
Princetown  NJ  08543.  (14) 

THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for 
fifteen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in 
alternative  American  journalism  by  ordering  a 
sample  copy  today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
2040  N.  Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  EL  60647  or 
subscribe  toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.: 
(800)  435-0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE'LL  GIVE 
YOU  THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81. (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


GAYELLOW 


since 

1973 


A 


Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources,  bars, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
legal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists , 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  for  gay  women 
and  men. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA,  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes.  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  Irom  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico):  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  Amencan 
Express  money  order  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  lor  women  & 
men.  City  by  city  information  for  all  US  States, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
plus  nationwide  resources  including 
headquarters  ol  national  organizations  and 
caucuses;  publications;  mall  order  companies, 
etc  $12.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ.  separate 
Women's  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick.  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN/Southem  Midwest.  64  pages  AL, 
A Z.  AR,  FL,  GA,  KS,  KY,  LA,  MS,  MO.  NM.  NC. 
OK,  PR,  SC,  TN,  TX.  US  Virgin  Islands,  V A 
$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT.  DE,  DC,  ME.  MA.  NH,  OH, 
PA,  Rl,  vr,  WV  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  674-0120 


GCN'S 

FAX# 


(617)  426-2723 


HIV+  MAN  SEEKING  WORK 

Positive  and  need  help  cleaning?  How  about  yard 
work?  Special  rates  for  special  people.  Contact 
Charles  at  265-8678  for  more  details.  (10) 

WANTED 

mature,  serious  but  lighthearted  female 
singer — coming  back  into  music  would  like  to 
team  up  w/piano  player  or  group  for  nightclub, 
hotel  type  of  gigs — call  (508)  281-3156.  Leave 
message.  (13) 


Space  Available 


South  End.  1900  Sq.  fl  on  comer  of  Tremont  and 
Dartmouth  St.  in  need  of  creative  entrepreneur. 
Owner  will  coop,  w/  start-up  plans.  Approved  for 
new  entrances.  Owner  (617)  247-3541  (10) 

REHEARSAL  SPACE 

Queer  band  seeks  individual  or  group  to  share 
south  end  rehearsal  studio.  Cheap.  Flexible  hours. 
Make  all  the  noise  you  want.  42o-6957  (10) 


LESBIAN  PARADISE 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  With  100 
mountain  acres,  hiking  trails,  yummy  breakfasts, 
peace  &  privacy,  we’re  your  perfect  vacation 
choicel  Golf,  tennis,  antiquing,  summer  theater 
nearby.  Spectacular  fall  colors!  HIGHLANDS 
INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem  NH  03574.  (603) 
869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper.  (v.194.16) 


Movers 


Appleton  Moving  Company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast, 
efficient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated! 
Packing,  pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234 
Suburbs:  246-1905  (VI 949) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck.  522-0826 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 


Lonely  27  yr.  old  healthy  HIV+  Inmate 
seeks  friends  and  possibly  LTR.  My  likes 
include  long  quiet  evenings,  C  &  W 
dancing  and  hairy  men  25-40. 1  only  have  9 
mo.  until  I  discharge,  and  I’m  willing  to 
relocate.  I  just  want  someone  to  share  my 
life  with.  I  am  5’11",  brown  hair,  blue  eyes 
of  Italian  descent  and  very  hairy  myself.  I 
don’t  want  you  money,  stamps,  etc.,  I  just 
want  a  friend.  So  take  a  chance  and  write  to: 
Timm  Antonio  64085,  CTCF-CH-3,  Box 
1010,  Canon  City,  CO  81212 


I’ve  been  locked  up  in  segregation  as  the 
result  of  the  article  I  wrote  in  GCN’s 
Community  Voices”  about  being  denied  a 
gay  pride  shirt.  I  surely  would  like  letters 
from  someone  who  cares.  James  Fitzgerald, 
#98703SMU,  Northpoint  Training  Center, 
P.O.  Box  479,  Burgin,  KY,  40310. 


I  am  6 ’2"  inches  tall,  196  lbs,  blonde  hair 
and  blue  eyes.  I  love  the  outdoors,  music, 
art  and  people  who  don’t  mind  writing  to 
someone  who  could  use  a  letter  of  hopeful 
friendship.  It  is  hard  to  keep  a  positive 
attitude  in  a  situation  where  everyone  you 
come  in  contact  treats  you  like  Typhoid 
Mary.  I  would  like  it  very  much  if  anyone 
could  help  convince  me  Hitler  is  not  alive 
and  well  and  running  Oklahoma  institutions 
because  I  am  starting  to  believe  this.  Victor 
E.  Hartt  #98934,  Okla.  State  Penitentiary, 
P.O.  Box  97,  McAlester,  OK  74502 


I’m  a  gay  white  incarcerated  male.  I’m  20 
years  old.  I’ll  be  21  in  April.  My  birthday 
stone  is  Diamond,  and  like  the  saying  goes, 
diamonds  are  forever.  I’m  five  foot  seven 
and  weigh  about  125  lbs.  I’ve  been 
incarcerated  for  a  little  over  a  year.  I  would 
like  to  be  pen  pals  with  any  sensitive,  caring 
and  understanding  (a  must)  male.  Any  age, 
I  will  answer  all  letters.  Peter  Podbulan, 
#8005294  Apt#  42D,  Oregon  State 
Penitentiary,  2605  State  St.,  Salem,  OR 
97319-0505 


21  year  old  white  male,  5’  10"  1751bs.  I 
have  blonde  hair  and  blue  eyes.  I  have  been 
in  prison  for  two  lonely  years.  I  am  seeking 
to  correspond  with  another  gay  white  male. 
Age  is  irrelevant.  You  have  to  be  warm, 
caring  and  willing  to  send  me  friendship 
and  love.  My  interests  are  sports,  outdoors, 
traveling  and  poetry.  If  you’re  my  man  send 
your  response  to:  K.E.  Smith,  Box 
7879471,  2605  State  St.  Salem,  Oregon 
97310-0505. 


Intellectual  gay  male,  a  victim  of  hate 
motivated  bigotry — not  a  criminal 
— seeking  friendship,  companionship  and 
community  leadership  involvement 
-correspondence:  extensive  scholarly 
/scientific  professional  interests  in 
business/governmental  affairs.  Enjoys 
travel.  Arts,  Camping,  history,  swimming, 
golf,  running,  weight  lifting,  etc.  Athletic. 
I'm  5'7",  very  youthful  31  year  old.  Active, 
independent,  discreet.  Write:  Louis 
Hoffman,  2418WSP/5U-E28.  POB  520, 
Walla  Walla,  WA-99362. 


"TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON , 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE ” 
Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 


2? 


I’m  a  29  yr.  old  Chtcana/Cherokee  lesbian 
seeking  to  find  other  Chicana  lesbians  and 
others  to  correspond  with  no  males,  strictly 
women.  I’m  a  weightlifter  and  am  into  Art 
I  like  sports  and  intelligent  conversation. 
Valerie  Fuentes,  #24792  Box  7007 
(NWCC),  Carson  City,  NV  89702. 


Black  gay  male  (30)  years  old  has  no  family 
or  friends  therefore  he  is  looking  for  a  true 
friend  not  head  games  serious  minded 
people  only,  Danny  Lee  Salter,  Jr.  #058  687, 
20/0133,  Union  Correctional  Institution, 
(Box-L41)  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford,  Florida 
32083 


I’m  seeking  out  true  and  sincere 
friendships  with  anyone  who  is  into 
corresponding.  I’m  lonely  and  if  you’re 
lonely  too,  let’s  write  so  we  no  longer  will 
be  two  lonely  people.  I’m  seeking  love, 
friendship  and  possible  companionship.  I’m 
an  elderly  man  and  enjoy  writing.  Let’s  get 
together.  Kenneth  Boudreaux,  #097718 
F.S.P.  P.O  Box  747,  Starks,  Fla.  32091 


GWM,  interested  in  making  friends. 
Interests:  reading,  sports,  weight  lifting,  etc. 
Please  write:  Mark  Devenney,  01210-025, 
9595  W.  Quincy,  Littleton,  CO.  80123. 


40  year  old  white  male,  5’ 11”,  brown  hair, 
hazel  eyes.  Looking  for  understanding 
friend  and  possible  relationship.  I’m  a  very 
motivated  person  and  energetic  personality. 
Michael  Ring  #21562,  P.O.  Box  208,  Indian 
Springs,  NV,  89070. 


Tall,  Black,  gay,  muscular  inmate  would 
like  to  correspond  with  any  and  all  pretty, 
effeminate  T.V.s  and  men.  Must  be  ladylike 
in  appearance  and  mannerisms.  Lester  E. 
Wooten  (a.k.a.  Skip),  P.O.  Box  D-38174, 
Tamal,  CA.  94974. 

GWM  looking  for  same  to  share  an  honest 
sincere  lasting  relationship.  Parole  in  '93, 
and  if  not,  discharge  in  '95.  I  like  to  read, 
camp,  and  fish  for  recreation,  and  am  into 
all  sex  except  S/M.  I  need  someone  to  love, 
and  I  hope  you  are  the  one  for  me.  Write  to 
Greg  Ballard,  122233,  MHU  Upper  left  call 
203,  Louisiana  State  Prison,  Angola 
Louisiana,  70712 

Businessman  and  author  of  many  published 
books  now  weeks  past  sentence  ending 
because  of  not  having  a  place  to  stay  and 
job  offer  in  northern  New  York 
(Binghamton,  Syracuse,  Albany)  which  is 
only  area  federal  parole  board  will  approve. 
Have  done  over  five  years  on  federal  tax 
and  mail  fraud  case.  Adam  Starchild, 
04690-067,  Box  1000,  Sandstone,  MN 
55072 _ 

I  am  a  prisoner  at  the  Washington  State 
Penitentiary  located  at  Walla  Walla, 
Washington,  and  would  enjoy  hearing  from 
people  in  the  free  world  who  like  to 
correspond.  I  am  very  liberal  minded  and 
politically  conscious,  but  have  no  outside 
contacts,  and  need  to  know  how  the  rest  of 
the  world  is  living.  Write  to  Billie  J. 
Goman,  919593  A-15  1-N,  P.O.  Box  520 
Walla  Walla.  WA.  99362 
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27  Friday,  Boston  ♦  SANDRA  BERNHARD: 
“Giving  ’Til  It  Hurts.”  Live  one-woman  show. 

9/27  and  9/28  at  8  p.m.  Berklee  Performance 
Center.  136  Massachusetts  Ave.  Tickets  $19.50 
and  $25.  For  Information  and  tickets  call  931-2000. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  ot  the  event.  Photos  encouraged! 
Please  specify  If  event  Is  or  Is  not  wheelchair 
accessible  anchor  sign  language  Interpreted.  Please 
use  our  formal  as  a  guide  for  listings,  Including  time, 
date,  place,  and  a  contact  person.  AH  listings  must 
be  typed.  Please  note  that  listings  are  printed  only 
as  space  allows;  we  regret  that  we  cannot  print 
every  submission. 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  In  the  617  area  code,  and 
cities  are  In  Massachusetts,  unless  otherwise  noted. 

21  Saturday 

Cambridge  ♦  "Once  Upon  Our  Time":  Multicultural 
Story  Hour  for  Children  (3-8)  of  G/L  Parents  and 
Friends.  Third  Saturday  each  month.  New  Words 
Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St.,  Inman  St.  10  to 
11:15  a.m.  Limited  space.  Sign  up:  Marian  or  Jenifer 
267-0900. 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Flea  Market  and 
Bake  Sale.  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  9/21  and  9/22.  280 
Park  St.  Info:  Hotline  825-3737  or  Barry  288-1847. 

Boston  ♦  BiVersIty  (Mixed-Gender  Bisexual  Grp.)  Bi 
Brunch,  Beach  St.  Grill,  105  Beach  St.  10:45  a.m. 
Info:  BIS-MOVE. 

Boston  ♦  Prime  Timers  Monthly  Mtg.;  "Arthritis  and 
Aging."  Older  gay  men.  2  to  4  p.m.  Lindemann 
Health  Ctr.,  25  Stanlford  St.  262-8685. 

Hartford,  CT  ♦  People  With  AIDS  Coalition/ 
Connecticut  Monthly  Mtg.  2  to  4  p.m.  Private 
meeting  room  at  YWCA,  135  Broad  St.  Signature  of 
Confidentiality  Pledge  required.  Info  and  directions: 
(203)  249-6160,  noon  to  10  p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and 
alcohol-free.  338  Newbury  St.  7  to  10p.m.  Third 
Saturday  each  month.  $2  donation. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  Night  Out  at  Venus  de  Milo. 
Meet  10  p.m.  at  Souper  Salad,  Kenmore  Sq.  Note 
dress  code.  Call  QN  Hotline  for  Info:  577-8123. 

22  Sunday 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Flea  Market  /  Bake 
Sale.  See  9/21. 

Boston  ♦  "The  Dismantling  of  Civil  Rights  Under  the 
Rehnqulst  Court."  Dorothy  Sanders.  1 1  a.m.  Comm. 
Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston  St.  266-6710. 
Stoughton  ♦  Am  Tikva  Celebrates  Sukkoth.  Help 
build  sukkah  at  1  p.m.  and/or  Join  celebration  at  5:30 
p.m.  Info  and  location:  926-2536. 

Ipswich  ♦  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston.  Fresh 
cider  and  donuts.  Info:  Kathy  625-6478. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Afternoon  of  Music  and  Politics  in 
Honor  of  Rosarla  Salerno  (a  fundraiser).  3:30  to 
5:30  p.m.  Crones'  Harvest.  $10  or  $25.  742-7673. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes  Dialogue:  "Racism  in  the  Lesbian 
Community."  4  p.m.  G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury 
St.  247-2927. 

Dorchester  ♦  Todd  and  Michael's  Silent  Movie 
Night:  Clara  Bow  In  the  silent  comedy  film  "It."  With 
a  music  score,  on  a  big  screen.  7  p.m.  288-0391. 

Boston  ♦  BiVersIty  General  Mtg.  8  to  10  p.m.  G/L/B 
Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St.  “Social  Gatherings 
and  Subcommittees"  Is  topic.  BIS-MOVE. 

23  Monday 

Boston  ♦  "HIV  and  Federal  Disability  Benefits." 
John  Hancock  Conf.  Center,  40  Trinity  PI.,  rm.  202. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  236-1012. 

24  Tuesday 

Cambridge  ♦  Book  signing  by  Laura  Davis  (The 
Courage  To  Heal).  6  to  7:30  p.m.  New  Words 
Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St.  876-5310. 

Boston  ♦  Buddy  Program  Orientation,  AIDS 
ACTION  Committee.  Volunteers  needed  to  provide 
emotional  and  practical  support  to  AAC  clients  on  a 
one-to-one  basis.  Orientation  mtg.  the  fourth 
Tuesday  each  month.  Minimum  age  requirement  Is 
24.  AAC,  131  Clarendon  St.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  437- 
6200x450. 

Boston  ♦  Healing  Service  For  All  Those  Affected  By 
AIDS.  The  Church  of  the  Covenant.  Berkeley  and 
Newbury  Sts.  628-7665. 

25  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Mayor  Ray  Flynn  at  Greater  Boston 
Business  CouncH.  6  p.m.  socializing,  cocktails,  hors 
d'oeuvres;  7  p.m.  sit  down  dinner;  8  p.m. 
announcements  and  program.  Cherrystones,  100 
Atlantic  Ave.  $15  members,  $22  non-members. 
Reservations  req.  by  9/23:  446-7872  24  hrs. 

Boston  ♦  "Discovering  Your  Inner  Voice  Through 
Art  Therapy."  Boston  Living  Center,  131  Clarendon 
St..  7th  fir.  FCHC  and  BLC.  267-0900  X287. 

Cambridge  ♦  Cambridge  Lavender  Alliance  City 
Candidate  Endorsement  Night:  City  Council 
Candidates.  7  p.m.  Camb.  Rlndge  &  Latin  H.S., 
Media  Caleteria.  See  also  9/19.  Info:  876-3874  or 
868-1693. 

Providence  ♦  ‘Making  It  Hotter!:  A  Safer  Sex 
Workshop  for  G/B  Men."  Rl  Project  AIDS.  7  to  10 
p.m.  95  Chestnut  St.  Free.  Registration  and  info: 
Derek  Livingston  (401)  831-5522. 

Springfield  ♦  Springfield  Col.  Gayness/Oppression 
/Homophobia  Seminars  begin  with  focus  on 
National  Coming  Out  Day.  Panelists  share  their 
experiences,  difficulties,  and  successes  associated 
with  coming  out.  7  p.m.  Locklin  Hall  rm.  233, 


Springfield  Coll.  Info:  James  Genascl  (413)  788- 
3221. 

Boston  ♦  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday 
each  month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  "Wednesday  Nights"  Grand  Opening  to 
Benefit  GLAD.  Celebrity  Look-Alke  Party.  10  p.m.  to 
2  a.m.  Narcissus,  in  Kenmore  Sq.  $6.  Info:  Jeff  or 
Stacy  738-0044. 

26  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force. 

7  p.m.  Boston  NOW  office,  971  Comm.  Ave.  782- 
1056. 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  Staying 
Healthy.  Fourth  Thursday  each  month.  7  to  9  p.m. 
BLC.  140  Clarendon  St.  7th  floor.  Info:  Rob  267- 
0900. 

Boston  ♦  G/L  Comm.  Center  Second  Anniversary 
Party.  $10  suggested  donation.  7  to  10  p.m.  338 
Newbury  St.  RSVP  to  Billy  Isaacs  247-1451. 
Waltham  ♦  WOW  (Way  Out  in  Waltham)  Goes  Out 
To  Dinner.  7  p.m.  Info  and  location:  893-0742  or 
893-0361. 

Portland,  ME  ♦  Matlovich  Society  Program:  “Out  At 
Work:  Small-Town  Lesbian  Executive  Moves  to  the 
Big  City"  with  Marjorie  Love,  Exec.  Dir.,  AIDS 
Project.  7:30  to  9  p.m.  Third-fir.  conf.  rm.,  Portland 
Public  Library,  5  Monument  Sq.  (207)  657-2850. 

Boston  ♦  "Blue  Window"  Opening  Night  Benefit  for 
FCHC.  8  p.m.  Play  continues  through  10/20,  Weds, 
through  Sat.  eves.  8  p.m.  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts 
Theater,  539  Tremont  St.  426-ARTS. 

Cambridge  ♦  Trlcla  Langlols  in  Concert. 
Christopher's,  1920  Mass.  Ave.  8  p.m.  $6.  876- 
9180. 

2T  Friday 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  at  the  Center: 
"Parting  Glances."  7  p.m.  $2  suggested.  338 
Newbury  St.  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  Book  signing  by  Lillian  Faderman 
(Odd  Girls  and  Twilight  Lovers:  A  History  of  Lesbian 
Life  in  the  Twentieth  Century).  MIT  Women's 
Studies  and  New  Words  Bookstore.  At  MIT  Room  4- 
163  (enter  from  Mass.  Ave.  and  follow  signs).  7:30 
p.m.  876-5310. 

Boston  ♦  Sandra  Bernhard:  "Giving  'Til  It  Hurts." 
Live  one-woman  show.  9/27  and  9/28  at  8  p.m. 
Berklee  Performance  Ctr.  Tickets  $19.50  and  $25. 
Info  and  tickets:  931-2000. 

Brookline  ♦  Am  Tikva  Bisexual  Awareness 
Program.  Shabbat  celebration  and  disc'n  on  being 
bl  and  Jewish.  8  p.m.  Workmen's  Circle,  1762 
Beacon  St.  926-2536. 

Cambridge  ♦  Harvard/Radcliffe  Performing  Artists' 
AIDS  Coalition  Fifth  Annual  Sondheim  Cabaret. 
9/26,  9/28,  10/3,  and  10/5  and  8:30  p.m.;  9/27  and 
10/4  at  8:30  and  10:30  p.m.  Dunster  Hs.  Dining  Hall 
(Mem.  Drive  and  Cowperthwaite  St  ).  Proceeds  to 
AIDS  Patient  Care  Unit  at  Deaconness  Hospital. 
$10;  $6  students.  Info  or  reservations:  Josh  Young 
266-7754  or  Jennifer  Giering  493-2202. 

Somerville  ♦  Texas  Two-Step,  Line  Dance,  Swing, 
and  Waltz  for  G/L/B  and  Friends.  9  p.m.  to  midnight; 

8  p.m.  swing  and  two-step  lessons.  "On  Broadway," 
880  Broadway  (Davis  Sq.  T).  $5.  623-9532. 

28  Saturday 

Watertown  ♦  Lesbian  Tennis.  Spons.  by  DOB.  9 
a.m.  Courts  behind  Marshall's,  Arsenal  Mall.  628- 
1038. 

Boston  ♦  Workshop:  Acting  and  Scene  Study  I. 
Spons.  by  Triangle  Theater  Co.  Curt  Miller.  Eight 
two-hour  sessions.  $200.  Info:  Curt  Miller  267-0224. 

Cambridge  ♦  Women's  Center  Book  Sale.  10  a.m. 
to  2  p.m.  46  Pleasant  St.  (Central  T).  354-8807. 

Keene,  NH  ♦  Third  Annual  Fall  Lesbian 
Conference.  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  $10  (no  one  refused 
for  lack  of  funds).  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info: 
SASE  to  Monadnock  Area  Womyn,  POB  6345, 
Keene  03431,  or  (603)  357-5757. 

Boston  ♦  South  End  Open  Galleries.  9/28  and  9/29. 
11  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Starting  point,  Boston  Center  for 
the  Arts,  539  Tremont  St.  (508)  443-8871. 

Hartford,  CT  ♦  "Artists  Against  AIDS:  An  Evening  of 
Culture."  Poetry,  dance,  music,  art,  auction.  6  p.m. 
Trinity  College,  Mather  Hall,  300  Summit  St.  $20 
more  or  less.  To  benefit  AIDS  residencies. 

29  Sunday 

Manchester,  NH  ♦  Walk  of  Hope  *91:  NH  AIDS 
Foundation  Pledge  Walk.  8  to  9:30  a.m., 
registration.  9:30  a.m.,  opening  ceremonies  and 
aerobic  warmup.  10  a.m.,  walk  begins.  Noon,  live 
entertainment.  Veterans  Memorial  Park.  Info  and 
pledge  sheets:  NHAF  (603)  623-0710. 

Gloucester  ♦  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston. 
Info:  Linda  (508)  468-6591. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes  Dialogue:  “Abusive  Relationships." 
4  p.m.  G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St.  247-2927. 

Natick  ♦  South  Middlesex  NOW  Lesbian  Rights 
Task  Force  Summer  Cookout.  4  p.m.  Info  and 
directions:  Barbara  653-2509. 

30  Monday 

Dorchester  ♦  Women,  Inc.  Support  Group  tor 
Women  In  Fiecovery  Who  Are  HIV+.  Starts  9/30. 


Info:  Magda  Trujillo  or  Christine  Calnes-Dodson 
442-6166. 


Mondays 


Oct.  1  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  ‘Six-Week  Basic  Cooking  Class  for 
People  with  HIV."  FCHC,  7  Haviland  St.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Week  1  of  6.  $25  for  series,  or  less, 
based  on  ability  to  pay.  Ftegister  267-0900  x287. 

Boston  ♦  Tefillat  Refuat  Hanefesh,  "Service  for  the 
Healing  of  the  Soul."  Jewish  patients  with  longterm 
medical  conditions.  Temple  Israel,  Longwood  Ave. 
and  Plymouth  St.  First  Tuesday  each  month.  566- 
3960. 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  G/L  Youth  Group. 
People  22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third 
Tuesdays  each  month.  Civic  League  Bldg.,  214 
Concord  St.  6  to  7:30  p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426, 
S.  Framingham,  MA  01701. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Men  Considering  Parenting.  Eight 
consecutive  Tuesday  eves.,  7  to  9  p.m.,  10/1  to 
11/19.  FCHC,  7  Haviland  St.  Fees  $125  to  $325. 
Registration  limited  to  13;  course  will  be  repeated. 
Info:  Jenifer  Firestone  267-0900  x282. 

Boston  ♦  Support  group  for  lesbian  and  single 
women  interested  or  involved  In  alternative 
insemination.  First  Tuesday  each  month:  women  not 
yet  inseminating.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Second  fir.  conf. 
rm.,  FCHC,  7  Haviland  St.  Info:  Jenifer  Firestone 
267-0900. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston.  First  and 
third  Tuesday  each  month.  Lindemann  Center,  2nd 
fl.  8  to  10  p.m.  Info  742-7897. 

2  Wednesday 

Concord,  NH  ♦  Lesbian  Health  Clinic.  First 
Wednesday  each  month.  5  to  9  p.m.  Full  gyn  svcs. 
Appt.  or  more  info:  Randle  (603)  225-2739. 

Boston  ♦  NAMES  Project/Boston  General  Mtg.  First 
Wednesday  each  month.  7  p.m.  Piemonte  Rm.,  City 
Hall  (Congress  St.  entrance). 

Somerville  ♦  B/L/G  Rights  Activists  of  Somerville 
(BLGRAS)  Monthly  Meeting.  First  Wednesday  each 
month.  7  p.m.  "New  Member  Drive:  Join  Us  In  Our 
Quest  for  Political  Empowerment."  Info:  Rich  or 
Patrick  776-6956. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth.  Open  to  g/l/b  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 
third  Wednesday  each  month.  United 
Congregational  Church,  6  Institute  Rd.  7p.m.  Info: 
(508)755-0005. 

3  Thursday 

Northampton  ♦  Valley  Gay  Alliance.  First  and  third 
Thursdays  each  month.  Basement  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  22  Main  St.  7:30p.m.  (413)  527-5310. 

Boston  ♦  Red  Sox  Benefit  for  FCHC.  Fled  Sox  vs. 
Detroit  Tigers.  Fenway  Park.  7:35  p.m.  Benefit  ticket 
price  $25.  Reception  to  follow  at  Tattoo  (formerly 
1270),  1270  Boylston.  247-CARE. 

4  Friday 

Boston  ♦  “Significant  Others:  Dances  for  Family. 
Friends,  and  Lovers."  Peter  DiMuro.  10/4  and  10/5 
at  8  p.m.;  10/6  at  3  p.m.  C.  Walsh  Theater,  Suffolk 
U.,  55  Temple  St.  $12.50;  $10.50  seniors  and 
students.  859-9445. 

Cambridge  ♦  L/G/B  Swing  and  Ballroom  Dance. 
8:15  p.m.  to  midnight;  dance  lesson  8:15  to  9  p.m. 
Smoke  and  alcohol  free.  $5.  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  Harvard  Sq.  629-2219. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-ml.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m.  Also:  Tues.  12:15 
p.m.  at  MHC;  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  282- 
0013. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-ln  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  11am-12:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4 
to  6p.m.  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment,  usually.  8  p.m.  Crone's  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 


Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 
Friends:  about  100  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC,  131  Clarendon  St.  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8 
p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St. 
247-2927. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Monday 
Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St.  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann  O'Rourke  694- 
0964. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Cable  TV  ♦  "Between  Takes."  Often  a  g/l  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  p.m.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  p.m.  Rhode  Island 
Interconnect  A  Fridays  8:30  p.m.  Other  areas:  check 
listings. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Gloucester  ♦  Healing  Circle  /  Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m.,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  Illness.  Pos.  C&S  8 
to  9  p.m.,  for  people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  with 
subst.  abuse  issues.  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project,  19 
Pleasant  St.  (508)  283-0101 . 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  The 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Medford  Radio  ♦  "We  the  People" — with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  91.5FM.  7-9a.m. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Ftehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  266-0628. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Sales  Networks  Program  for  G/L  Business 
Owners  and  Supporters  of  the  Community.  7:30  to 
9:30  a.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir. 
Registration  required:  Marc  Spencer  262-2400. 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women's  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice 
326-1600  X350. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoln  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30p.m. 
(800)  42 BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Wheelchair 
accessble.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30 
to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Peart  St.  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)788-7459 
Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  group  for  youths 
22  and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Road.  7  to  9  p.m.  (508)  755- 
0005. 

Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Bridgewater  Ctr.  Primarily  a  social  group  of  age  25+, 
but  all  welcome.  Info:  Glen  293-5183  or  Dave  294- 
0367. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  In 
Substance  Abuse  Fiecovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  (508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 


Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:15  at 
Boston  City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  ♦  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  p.m. 
G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Sports.  Magazine  Field, 
Memorial  Dr.  Spons.  by  DOB.  Softball  4  to  6  p.m.; 
volleyball  6  p.m.  til  dark.  $1.  Info:  Steph  625-9551 . 

Provlncetown  ♦  Christian  Healing  Service.  5:30 
p.m.  96  Bradford  St.  (PTown  AIDS  Support  Grp.). 
Pot  luck  dinner  to  follow.  (508)  487-3866. 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
WorshipVFellowship.  131  Cambridge  St.  (near  Govt 
Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Flev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
10:30pm-2:30  a.m. 


Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Qultt.  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Boston  Living  Ctr.,  140  Clarendon  St.  7th 
fir.  7  to  9  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852. 

Provlncetown  ♦  Posttlve  PWA  Coalition  Weekly 
Rap  Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St.  Peer  led.  (508) 
487-3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  734-2076. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  All  levels.  9  p.m.  Greater  Boston  rink. 
Info:  John  350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Fridays 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come 
stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends. 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 


Po/>#/ar  My  fits  A  tout  A/DS.  *? 


[X  m  already  mj 

posi+i'ue,  so  uJho  cares  if 
X  do  too  many  druos 
and  drink  a  lot  7  JC  m 
O^o »ng  to  die.  anyuJay! 


FACT:  Substance  abuse  can  weaken  your 
body's  ability  to  fight  off  infections  and 
disease. 


You  have  many  viable  options  for  fighting  your 
HIV  injection  including  new  drugs  and 
treatments,  nutrition,  stress  reduction,  exercise, 
acupuncture,  etc. 


The  Politics  of 
RU-486,  Norplant, 
and  Depo-Provera: 

Expanding  Women's  Choices  or 
Increasing  Social  Control ? 

SATURDAY,  OCT.  5,  1991  12:30  -  5:30  PM 

an  afternoon  of  education  and  discussion  with 

Janet  Mitchell,  Chief  of  Perinatology,  Harlem  Hospital 
Judy  Norsigian,  Boston  Women's  Health  Book  Collective; 
Ana  Ortiz,  Women  of  Color  for  Reproductive  Freedom; 

Betsy  Hartmann,  author  Reproductive  Rights  and  Wrongs ; 
former  member  of  Chicago's  "Jane"  Collective; 

Jean  Wassell,  Disabled  People’s  Liberation  Front; 

Roz  Brown,  Native  American  women's  health  activist; 


But  the  more  you  abuse  your  body,  with  drugs  or 
alcohol,  the  less  able  you  are  to  ward  off  illness. 
Give  yourself  a  chance,  and  don’t  abuse  your 
body. 


and  many  others... 

FREE  OF  CHARGE  •  WHEELCHAIR  ACCESSIBLE  •  ASL  INTERPRETED 


Safer  Sex,  Testing,  and  Early  Treatment 

must  still  be  a  part  of  your  life, 

and  can  keep  you  healthy  through  the  90s. 


AIDS  ACTION  Hotline  (t>17)  !>3(>-7733.  or 
HIV  Resource  Library  437-14200.  exl  432 
lor  information  on  specific  drugs  A:  treatments 
Paid  for  by  the  AIDS  Action  (  ommiitv 


Childcare  by  request  (call  by  Sept.  29);  61 7-738  9479 
or  P.O.  Box  686,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

Simmons  College, 

300  The  Fenway,  Boston 

Green  line  (E)  to  Museum  stop;  parking  on  Louis  Pasteur/  Huntington  Ave. 

Sponsored  by  Women  of  Color  for  Reproductive  Freedom  & 
Boston  Reproductive  Rights  Network  (R2N2) 


We 


Congratulations  to 
Team  Indigo! ! ! 

Place  Finish  in 
World  Series  ’91 
are  very  proud  of  you! 


African.  Latino.  Asian.  Native  American 
Spectrum 

Multi  cultural  Extravaganza 
Food.  Music.  Erotica.  Craft  Display 
September  ® 

5pm  -  lam 

Tdance  •  $3  Donation 
Womens  Alternative  League 

Lip  Sync/Talent  Show  •  September  •  7pm  •  $3  Donation 

V/Ptei  0 

1  CAMBRIDGE,  MA.* 

Thu  4pnr2am.  Fri  4pm-2am.  Sat  9pm  2am 
823  Main  Street.  Cambridge.  MA  617.497.7200 


The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  Center 


cordially  invites  you  to.. 


THE  BIRTHDAY  PARTY  THE  PINK  PARTY 


Thursday,  September  26 
7:00  pm  to  ICdUm 


Thej 


tenter  M 

38  Newbury  Stre^ 

Boston,  Mass.  wj 

Entertainment:  S 

Duncan  Martin  and 

jazz  duo 

Special  Guests: 

The  Hat  Sisters 

Master  of  Ceremonies: 

Steve  Tierney  W 

$10.00  suggested  donation 
(includes  drinks  and  light  food) 

R.S.V.P. 

The  Center 

338  Newbury  Street,  2nd  fir 
Attn:  Billy  Isaacs 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-1451 


THE  ULTIMATE  CELEBRATION 
Friday  September  27 
9:OOipm  to  2:00  am 


uuda 
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Bostc 


es 

jart  Street 
n.  Mass. 
126-3772 
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^^oer  27 
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Indigo 

823  Main  Street 
Boston,  Mass. 
(617)  497-7200 

dancing  and 
entertainment 

$3.00  cover 
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